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Olympic chance for Church to raise its game 




By Jo Duckies 

THE Olympic Games in 2012 are 
a once-in-a-life time opportunity 
for Christians in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

That was the message from 
the Revd Janet Binns, as she 
started her new full-time role 
helping make the most of the 
world’s biggest sporting event. 

Janet will co-ordinate the 
work of the Olympic Focus 
Group, which is chaired by Dr 
David Brodie, and is attached to 
the Eton, Eton Wick and 
Boveney and Dorney benefice, 
where the Olympic rowing will 
take place. 

Janet, who runs for the 
Windsor, Slough, Eton and 
Hounslow Athletics club and 
has completed the London 
Marathon four times, said: 
“There can be all sorts of events 
around the torch relay and the 
games themselves and we need 
to be thinking and planning 
what we can be doing now. 

“It’s a good opportunity for 
family events as most families 
will have someone who is 
involved in sport in one way or 
another. It’s something I can 
connect with because of my 
sporting perspective. We are 
having a Living Faith fun day 
here in the Burnham and 
Slough deanery and there’s no 
reason why a similar event 
couldn’t have an Olympic 
theme. Scripture Union are 



writing materials for holiday clubs. 

“The Church can seem out of 
touch and this is a real 
opportunity for us. I’ve just 
started to do this full time over 
the last week. So many people 
have been so encouraged by me 
being available in this role.” 

The Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, who is 
also on the focus group said: 
“The Olympics are the greatest 
show on earth and will see an 
enormous amount of money 



and tourism in the Thames 
Valley. 

“They offer us all sorts of 
opportunities to raise our game 
as communities by discovering 
possibilities in our own lives for 
getting together, enjoying 
ourselves, keeping fit and 
thinking about life in a much 
more positive way.” 

He said churches should 
expect to hear a lot about More 
Than Gold, an organisation set 
up to offer positive, intentional 



ways of being Christians and 
providing holistic mission and 
hospitality at the games. 

More Than Gold’s 
Nationwide Vision Tour is 
currently underway and will be 
at Dorney Lake, Windsor, on 14 
October, 7.30 to 9.30pm. 
Churches are invited to send 
delegates. See www.morethan 
gold.org.uk/visiontour for 
more information. 

Send your Olympic plans to 
doomews@googlemail. com. 
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Prayer (^reflection 



“A sword 

Bob Atkins on how 

Walsingham helps him draw 
strength from Mary’s example 
of obedience to God in the 
hardest of circumstances. 

T he holiday season is over and 
hopefully we have all 
managed a well-earned break 
and now return refreshed to 
face the demands of our 
everyday life. As we enter autumn, we 
move in earnest into the pilgrimage 
retreat season. 

Walsingham, since its re-establishment 
in the 1920s and 30s, has become a 
major national centre for both 
pilgrimages and retreats. It has regained 
the national prominence taken away 
from it at the dissolution of the 
monasteries. As a small North Norfolk 
village, it is both a quiet and isolated 
backwater and yet a focus of national 
attention and on major feasts such as the 
Assumption of Our Lady and the 
National Pilgrimage in May, host to 
thousands of pilgrims. 

“Mary is an example to us 
all...” 



In some ways a pilgrimage or retreat is 
a spiritual holiday; providing an 
opportunity to create space in busy lives 
for reflection, refreshment and a time 
for listening to God. One of the amazing 
things about Walsingham is that even on 
the busiest occasions, it is still possible to 



shall pierce your own heart . . ” 




find a quiet place to reflect and be close 
to God. With its dedication to Our Lady, 
Walsingham is seen by many as a ‘High 
Church’ place, which in terms of its 
worship, its ceremony and its style is 
undoubtedly true. This is however an 
oversimplification because in reality 
Mary is an example to us all; no matter 
what tradition we come from. 

True to Mary’s example, Walsingham 
welcomes anyone and everyone, be they 
seeker after truth or merely a curious 
tourist. Its pilgrimage programme caters 
for everyone, including special events 
for youth, the sick and the clergy. Mary’s 



life teaches us that obedience to God’s 
will does not guarantee a life free from 
stress, trouble or doubt. An abiding 
image for me is the rather gory statue of 
the Stabat Mater. It represents the words 
of Simeon “and a sword shall pierce your 
own heart also” (Luke 2, 35), sparing 
none of the anguish or pain behind the 
reality of those words. Despite the 
difficulties and pain she experienced, 
Mary remained true to her ‘yes’ to God 
and still counted herself as blessed 
throughout all generations. 

Mary accepted God’s will to bear his 
only Son. She risked all in order to fulfil 



her mission. She nurtured 
him as he grew up, she 
followed him on his 
ministry, although at 
times unsure what it really 
meant. She must have 
been proud as his fame 
spread and she saw the 
wonderful things he 
accomplished. Then she 
felt fear and foreboding as 
she realised that her son 
was on a collision course with the 
Roman authorities and the temple 
hierarchy. Despite her fears she stuck by 
him, witnessing his dreadful suffering 
and stood at the foot of the cross as he 
breathed his last. All of this is contained 
within the image of the Stabat Mater. 

“ Walsingham has provided 
an anchor to hold on to. ” 



But of course Mary went on to share 
the joy of Easter morning, to see her son 
risen from the dead. Within a 
pilgrimage to Walsingham it is possible 
to share, in some small way, in all those 
highs and lows. At times of doubt in my 
own life, Walsingham has provided an 
anchor to hold on to. It is not a place to 
hide from the concerns of daily life but 
a place to draw strength to meet those 
concerns and demands and to know that 
throughout all, God remains with us in 
the presence of His risen Son. 

The Revd Bob Atkins is a team vicar 
in the Bicester Team Ministry. 




October prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

Fri 1 : The chaplains and students at the 
institutions of higher education within the 
diocese. 

Sat 2: All who learn and teach in the 
theological institutions of the diocese. 

Mon 4: Abingdon team: clergy Charles 
Miller, Jane Baun, Timothy Hewes, Simon 
Thorn, Laura Hodges, Tim Davis, Janet 
Taft, Jitesh Patel; LLMs Anne Taylor, Barry 
Taylor, Colin Wood, David Lever, Nick 
McLeish, Tony Richmond, Derek Walker; 
youth pastor Andy Murray, children’s 
coordinator Valerie Challis. Abingdon St 
Nicolas (VC) School. 

Tue 5: Abingdon Peachcroft Christian 
Centre (Ecumenical): clergy Peter Bennett, 
Pam Shirras; youth pastor Lawrance 
Sharma. 

Wed 6: Appleton and Besselsleigh: 

clergy Lyn Sapwell. Appleton (VA) School. 

Thu 7: Cumnor: clergy Geoff Maughan, 
Helen Azer, Pat Bhutta, Jean Pryce- 
Williams; LLMs David Henderson Slater, 

Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp, Brian Dent, Martin 
French; youth worker Ruth Hulse. Cumnor 
(VC) School. 

Fri 8: Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingstone Bagpuize: clergy David 
Pickering; LLM Ian Benstead. 

Sat 9: Kennington, Radley with 
Sunningwell: clergy Pam McKellen, Em 
Coley, Tony Johnson, Peter Stanway, Glynis 
Beckett, Kevin Wright. LLMs Sue Sowden, 
Martha Young. Kennington St Swithun’s 



(VC), Radley (VC) and Sunningwell (VC) 
Schools. 

Mon 1 1 : Marcham with Garford: clergy 
Richard Zair; youth/children’s worker Jill 
Rowe. Marcham (VC) School. 

Tue 12: Shippon: clergy Barbara Webb. 

Wed 13s Drayton: clergy Rosemary 
Bruce. 

Thu 14s Steventon with Milton: clergy 
Colin Patching; LLM Jack Jarvis. Steventon 
St Michael’s (VC) and St Blaise (VC) 
Schools. 

Fri 15s Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford: clergy Helen Kendrick; LLM Tim 
Budd. Sutton Courtenay (VC) School. 

Sat 16s Wootton and Dry Sandford: 

clergy Philip Tovey. Wooton Boars Hill (VA) 
School. 

Mon 18: Amersham on the Hill: clergy 
Diana Glover, Peter Binns, Alan Crawley, 
Pippa Soundey. 

Tue 19: Amersham with Coleshill: 

clergy Tim Harper; LLMs Tim Barnard, Ian 
Morgan, David Robinson. Amersham St 
Mary’s (VA) and Coleshill (VC) Schools 

Wed 20: Beaconsfield: clergy Jeremy 
Brooks, Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, Clive 
Rogers, Camilla Walton, Stephen Painting; 
LLM Hazel Chow. Beaconsfield St Mary & 

All Saints (VA) School. 

Thu 21: Chalfont St Giles: clergy Tim 
Stacey, Melvyn Bleakley, Angela Thompson. 

Fri 22: Chalfont St Peter: clergy Charles 
Overton, Jim King, Wendy Graham, Nigel 



Rode. Chalfont St Peter (VA) School. 

Sat 23: Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: clergy David 
Allsop, Paul Collins, Ruth Boughton 
(children’s and families worker); LLM Pat 
Ansell. Amersham Common St George (VC) 
School. 

Mon 25: Chesham Bois: clergy Huw 
Davies, Christopher Clare, Jamie Murray, 
Rob Baker; LLMs Jackie Lambert, Averil 
Stephenson; children’s worker Vikki Burton. 
Chesham Bois (VC) School. 

Tue 26: Denham: clergy Adrian Hirst, 
Sylvia Coke-Woods; LLM Emeritus Joyce 
Tearall. 

Wed 27: Gerrards Cross and Fulmer: 

clergy Martin Williams, Phil Mann, James 
Leach, Meyrick Beebee, Shawn Swinney 
(youth worker); LLMs Jim Armstrong, John 
Hedley, Tony Jefferis; lay workers Christoph 
Lindner, Di Rowlandson; children’s worker 
Edda Lindner. Gerrards Cross (VA) School. 

Thu 28: Great Chesham team: clergy 
Simon Cansdale, Rebecca Harris, John 
Shepherd, Hilary Wilson, Matt Coles, Tim 
Yates; women’s and community worker 
Sarah Shelley; evangelist Andrew 
Patterson; LLMs Jean Corfield, Don 
Sanderson [emeritus]; youth worker Jenny 
Davies; lay worker Hilary Unwin. 

Fri 29: Penn & Tylers Green: clergy 
Mike Bisset; LLM Beth Wili, David Carter. 
Penn Street: clergy Bill Mason, Cathy 
Smith. Curzon (VA) School. 

Sat 30: Seer Green and Jordans: clergy 
Gaenor Hockey. Seer Green (VA) School. 



Sundays 

He [Jesus] said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I 
am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves...” 
(Luke 10.2,3 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 3 18 th after Trinity Abingdon deanery: area 
dean Pam McKellen, lay chair Neil Rowe, secretary John 
Thompson, treasurer Christopher Nutman, the people, 
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
Church in Wales. 

SUNDAY 10 after Trinity The Diocesan Board of 
Mission (including Social Responsibility & Pastoral Care). 
The Church of the Province of West Africa. 

SUNDAY 17 20 ^ after Trinity Amersham deanery: area 
dean Derrick Carr, lay chair Don Sanderson, secretary 
Dorothy Potter, treasurer Julie Dziegiel, ecumenical 
representative Tim Harper; the people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The Church in the Province of 
the West Indies. 

SUNDAY 24 Last after Trinity The Anglican Observer 
and staff at the UN, New York, and Anglican UN Advisory 
team in Geneva. 

SUNDAY 31 4 th before Advent Parish and district 
councillors serving the people of the deaneries of Abingdon 
and Amersham. The Church of Ceylon: Duleep de Chickera 
(Colombo), Kumara lllagasinghe (Kurunagula). 
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Churches urged to 
‘adopt a cop’ 



By Jo Duckies 

CHURCHES are being urged to 
support bobbies on the beat in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire . 

The calls have come as 
Thames Valley Police, which 
covers the same geographical 
area as the Diocese of Oxford, 
aims to work more closely with 
faith communities. 

An ‘Adopt-a-Cop’ scheme 
gives churches the chance to 
pray for and build links with an 
officer. PCSO Natalie Thrussel, 
has ben adopted by three 
churches in Aylesbury, where she 
has attended services, given 
crime prevention advice and 
helped with a youth group. She 
says: “The Adopt-a-Cop scheme 
has generated a lot of work for 
me but it’s all worthwhile 
community engagement work. I 
was apprehensive to get involved 
with the Church originally as I 
was concerned it may be 
misconstrued. I can now see that 
this was misguided, especially as 
many of the community’s most 
vulnerable members are 
involved in the Church.” 

In Crowthorne, a PCSO 
worked with churches to set up a 
film night with free pizzas and 
refreshments, catering for up to 
40 young people each week. This 
developed into summer activities 
and HOPEZONE, a weekly drop 
in service offering support, 
gaming equipment and snacks 
to young people. 

The Revd David Wilbraham, 



Force Chaplain, said: “When 
asked by a rich young man what 
was really important about 
observing his faith, Jesus replied 
that it was to ‘To love God with 
all your heart, mind, soul and 
strength and to love your 
neighbour as yourself’.” 

David said practically engaging 
in the life of a local community 
was a positive way of loving your 
neighbour. 

“Neighbourhood Policing is 
about engaging with local 
communities at a neighbourhood 
level so churches and their local 
police have much in common. 

“Working alongside the police 
to address the issues that people 
have identified as being a cause 
for concern enables churches to 
‘scratch where people are 
itching’ and through prayer and 
practical commitment to make a 
difference. 

“I recently read the phrase 
‘Where there is community then 
something is sacred and 
somewhere is a sacred space.’ 

“Though the language is 
religious I understood well what 
it meant. In the life of our 
communities discovering and 
perhaps providing that ‘sacred 
space’ is important. However, for 
me that ‘space’ is often involved 
in the lives of people so in loving 
and serving the communities of 
which we are a part we can 
discover God at work in our 
world and in a marvellous way 
become co-workers. It is a vital 
part of a ‘living faith’ - to make a 
difference in the world.” 



Tourism conference planned 



THERE will be a brand new 
Cotswold Churches Festival next 
year. 

The Festival runs over two 
weekends: 14/15 May and 21/22 
May 2011. Churches in the 
Cotswold area are being 
encouraged to take part in one 
or both weekends. 

There will be a special half day 
conference on Saturday 9 
October 2010 at Burford Church 
to launch the Festival and share 
ideas about how to make the 
Festival come to life. 

“This is an exciting initiative, 
and represents the first phase of 
the Diocese’s Inspiring 
Experience project to encourage 
tourism,” said Bishop Colin. 
“There are a number of other 
interesting plans in the pipeline, 
including work with visitors to 
the Olympics in 2012, to say 
nothing of the celebrations 
which I hope will mark the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. 

“We've already had a lot of 
interest in the Cotswold 
Churches Festival, and I'd 
encourage any churches who 
haven't yet signed up to do so. 



The event on 9 October will be a 
good chance to share ideas and 
make plans.” 

A dedicated ‘Cotswold 
Churches Festival’ website will 
be launched later this year. In 
the meantime, you can find out 
more by phoning 0845 122 2660 
or emailing: 

info@inspiringexperience 

travel.co.uk. 

See next month’s Door for 
more on the ‘Inspiring 
Experience’ project which is 
encouraging churches to 
improve the way they welcome 
tourists. 




Ride and Stride cashes up 




HISTORIC Churches Trusts in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire were busy cashing up after this year’s 
Ride and Stride event as the Door went to press. 

Across the diocese thousands of people headed out to take 
part in the popular, annual event. 

In Aylesbury Fr David Cloake, of St Mary’s Church and 
town mayor, Graham Webster, pedalled around their area on 
a tandem, covering 25 miles in the day. 

Father David, Team Curate in Aylesbury, said, “We had a 
great day out, and the hospitality of so many churches was 
gratefully received.” The Mayor and Curate were delighted 
to report that neither fell off the tandem, and only gate- 
crashed one wedding. Thanks are also due to the Chairman 
of the Aylesbury Cycling Campaign for the generous loan of 
his well-travelled tandem, and to the many people who 
kindly sponsored the riders. 

Dominic Grieve, Attorney General and MP for 
Beaconsfield and Marlow, covered about 50 miles, visited 30 
churches are raised more than £3,000 in sponsorship. 

In Oxfordshire Joe Appleford, four, of Wootton, near 
Woodstock, hit the headlines two years ago when he cycled 
fourteen and a half miles on a bicyle with stabilisers, visiting 
19 churches. This year, aged six, he decided that he wanted 
to be famous, so he set out at 10 a.m. and visited 44 
churches, ending at Farmoor at 5.50 p.m. He wanted to go 
further but his Mum, Anna, who accompanied him, realised 
that they would not get to Eynsham by 6 p.m., the end of the 
Ride and Stride day so he had to stop. 



A chance to shine for church schools 



CHURCH schools are being 
invited to demonstrate how they 
help foster strong community 
relations with the launch of the 
new Church School Awards for 
inspiring citizens and 
transforming communities. 

Schools will be asked to 
describe what nurturing global 
citizenship and fostering 
community cohesion means to 
their school, and how these are 
embedded in school life. 
Regional prizes will be awarded 
at both primary and secondary 
level, with overall national 
winners for each category drawn 
from these regional winners. 

Leslie Stephen, Director of 
Education for Oxford Diocese, 
said: “I’m pleased to commend 
these awards and encourage 
schools to take a small amount of 



time to nominate themselves, so 
we can recognise their 
achievements and also share 
good practice between church 
schools and beyond.” 

The new awards are sponsored 
by Emmaus Recruitment, a 
Christian recruitment agency 
specialising in supporting 
church schools find teaching 
and leadership staff. 

They are being supported by 
the three main Christian 
denominations, which together 
help run more than 7,000 
primary and secondary schools 
in England and Wales. 



ONLINE 



Find out more about how to 
apply at 

www.churchschoolawards.com 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Holy Land trip 

Three coaches of pilgrims are 
travelling to the Holy Land this 
month. The group, drawn from 
parishes right across the diocese, 
will be led by Bishop John and 
colleagues including Bishop Alan 
and Archdeacon Karen. 

“As well as visiting places that 
remind us of the historical story 
of Jesus, we will also visit his 
heirs - the Christian communities 
living in difficult and pressurised 
circumstances in these places 
today," says Bishop John. 

“Our aim is to offer the 
Christians of today’s Holy Land 
our support and prayers, and to 
hear their stories - which are 
sometimes as profoundly moving 
and inspiring as the stories of the 
gospels." 

The pilgrimage runs from 5-14 
October. You can follow the 
journey online at www.pilgrimage. 
oxford.anglican.org. 

Pope's visit 

BISHOP John was due to join 
bishops from across the UK for a 
meeting with the Pope at 
Lambeth Palace, as the Door 
was going to press. 

The meeting, on Friday 1 7 
September, was set to be 
followed by an evening service at 
Westminster Cathedral, as part 
of Pope Benedict XVI’s first 
official visit to the UK. 

Cardinal John Henry Newman, 
who spent part of his life in 
Oxford, was due to be beatified 
by the Pope on 1 9 September. 

Children's art 

PRIMARY school children’s art 
work has been displayed at St 
Mary’s Church, Slough. 

The exhibition was created in 
response to an invitation from the 
Slough Standing Advisory on 
Religious Education (SACRE). 

SACRE invited schools to 
submit work around themes of 
‘Respect’; ‘Celebrating Life, 
Celebrating Love’; ‘Spiritual 
Space’; ‘Talking to God: Where 
is God?’ and ‘Mystery Stories’. 

SACRE representatives 
selected winners from the 
exhibition and children, teachers 
and invited guests gathered at 
the church for a short opening of 
the exhibition and presentation of 
certificates and gift tokens. 

Zone Plus grant 

THE Zone Plus club for 
youngsters at Great Misssenden 
Church has been awarded 
£1 000 from the Youth 
Evangelism Fund. 

The money will be used to help 
Zone Plus with its work providing 
exciting activities for youngsters 
in the Great Missenden area. 
Lucy, one of the young helpers, 
had applied for the grant from 
the CofE fund which aims to 
helping young people to connect 
with the Gospel and develop 
faith within the life of the Church. 
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News 



Worldwide meeting in Oxford 




ORTHODOX Christians from across the 
world descended on Oxford for their 
annual meeting. 

Delegates from Serbia, Cyprus, Greece, 
Georgia, Canada and Australia have 
travelled to Oxford for the International 
Theological Anglican Orthodox 
Commission at Christ Church in 
September. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury was set 
to lead a session at the conference on the 
Saturday and preach at Christ Church on 
Sunday. The Revd Dr Tim Bradshaw, 



Senior Tutor at Regent’s College, Oxford, 
teaches Christian doctrine and is a 
member of the commission. 

Speaking between sessions at the event, 
he said: “We are currently involved in a 
round of talks on humanity. We’ve just 
been discussing human freedom and 
justice and freedom in society.” 

The first meeting of the commission 
took place in 1973 in Oxford. Tim said: 
“Orthodox Christians like Oxford 
because of its expertise in the early 
church fathers.” 



Saxon window sheds light on Boxfords past 



IN BRIEF 



Celebrating Fairtrade 

SOME of the diocese’s Fairtraders 
gathered in Oxford last month to share a 
meal made from local and Fairtrade 
ingredients, meet each other and hear the 
latest Fair Trade news. 

The Archdeacon of Oxford, The Ven. 
Julian Hubbard, who attended the lunch, 
also thanked them for their work. Around 
25 Fair Trade church reps met at St 
Michael at the Northgate, which also 
houses a Fair Trade shop. 

The lunch emphasised the variety of local 
and Fairtrade products available, and 
included cheese, meat and bread from 
Didcot Farmers’ Market and Oxford’s 
Covered Market, salads combining local 
vegetables with Fairtrade pasta, olive oil 
and spices; and a variety of Fairtrade 
cakes. “It was great to have the opportunity 
to get people together, and thank the 
diocese’s Fair Trade ‘stars’ for all they do,’’ 
said Maranda St John Nicolle, diocesan 
World Development Adviser. 

Funds available 

THE deadline for applications to the South 
East Community Empowerment Awards is 
September 30th. 

The awards are for up to £5,000 for 
groups working to improve their communities 
and the service it provides. It is open to 
any groups that have worked with local 
authorities and will continue to make a 
difference in the future. For more information 
email anton.nath@oxonrcc.org.uk or call 
01865 883488. 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald IE me it it 



01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Gospel Standard Trust Publications 

Wide range of Christian books available 
Doctrinal-Devotional-Biographical-Historical 
Also books for children and young people 
Entirely faithful to Scripture 

www.gospelstandard.org.uk 
Tel. 01582 765448 

INDIVIDUAL OR TRADE CUSTOMERS WELCOME 



Jane Rymari 
Photography 
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Capturing Life Creatively 

Family anc bus -less ports- a ts including 
Ergagetrrents, New Bc-'n. Christenings anG Gr&jps 

Gift Vouchers Available 

Tel A s -:l e rb t, ry El 295 8 1 T S S4 
wVr'w -j 8 n erym a r p h ci tog rap b y , con 



By Jo Duckies 

THE discovery of a window frame built by 
a Saxon craftsman more than 1,000 years 
ago is putting a small church in rural 
Berkshire on the map. 

The frame, complete with a hinged 
wooden panel, was found by architect 
Andrew Plumridge during repairs to St 
Andrew’s, Boxford. It proves that St 
Andrew’s, on the banks of the River 
Lambourn in Berkshire, is far older than 
previously suspected, and can now lay 
claim to having the oldest working 
wooden window in England. 

Andrew, of Peter Scott and Partners, 
and his colleagues were working on an 
area badly affected by damp. As sections 
of cement were removed, the window was 
found, embedded in the wall, where it is 
likely to have been buried for hundreds of 
years. Andrew consulted diocesan 
archaeologist Julian Munby and Reading 
University medieval specialist, Professor 
Roberta Gilchrist, who both found that 
the window pre-dates the Norman 
Conquest of 1066. 

Distinctive ancient mortar work around 
the opening played a key role in the 
identification process. Part of the next 
stage of work will be to protect the stone 
work, as well as the window. Andrew, a 
member of the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) said: “Both 
the church and village are delighted with 
the find, especially as we believe there are, 
at most, just three others in the country, 
and this could certainly be the oldest. It 
raises the status of the church and 
confirms other Saxon evidence around 
the chancel.” 

Mike Appleton, church warden, said: 
“We’ve always suspected the chancel end 
of the church may be Saxon and the 
discovery of this window proves it. It’s 




good news for us because St Andrew’s is a 
small, rural parish. The church itself is a 
simple building and to find something 
like this puts us on the map. 

The North Wessex Downs Leader Fund 
is providing sponsorship for restoration 
work to the window. Matthew Slocombe, 
of SPAB said: “We were hugely excited 
when Andrew told us of his discovery. This 
is such a rare and unusual find. It is a 
great privilege to be able to see the work 
of a Saxon craftsman who lived more than 
1,000 years ago. It's a delight to see that a 
traditional, wooden, hand-crafted window 
can stand the test of time more than a 
millennium after its construction.” 



ONLINE 



For more information about SPAB 
courses, advice and other publications 

go to www.spab.org.uk 



*-THE DREAM-* 
OF GERONTIUS 

Edward Elgar/John Henry Newman 

Saturday 2ml October 2010 , 730 pm 
The Abbey, Dorckester-on-TImmes, Oxfordshire. 0X10 7 HIT 




Tickets at £25 and £75 available from iritnr.ire^ttic.ket^.iAi.itk 
Enquiries: 0 1 255 5502 52 o r 01235 521412 (coin essk a is aval table) 

Alt proceeds in aid of the Kianda Foundation (Kenya) Outreach Projects 
Refresh men ts t net m let t. 







6 



the Door OCTOBER 2010 



Spotlight on... 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam &. fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1010 



WYNDHAM HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION 
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Regent's Park College 

Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

Michaelmas Term 2010 
Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, 
Pusey St, 0X1 2 LB 
Tuesdays at 5.00pm 

David Nicholls Memorial Lecture 

12 Oct Politics and Place: Christian 
Responses to Bioregionalism 
Professor Timothy Gorringe, 

University of Exeter 

Inclusion and Diversity: 

Politically Correct or Theologically Necessary? 

26 Oct Religious Diversity 

and the future of British Society 
Professor Paul Weller, 

University of Derby 

2 Nov Gender Difference and Gender 
Equality: are they incompatible? 

Dr Elaine Storkey, Director of 
Education & Training, Church Army 

9 Nov Integration and Multiculturalism: 
how do we live together? 

A conversation with Christina 
Patterson Writer and Columnist, 

The Independent 

16 Nov Equality and Diversity in Higher Education 
Dr Felicity Cooke, 

Former Head of Equality and Diversity 
University of Oxford 

23 Nov Inclusion and Diversity in an Ageing 
Society Baroness Sally Greengross, 
Chief Executive, International 
Longevity Centre & Equality and 
Human Rights Commissioner 

30 Nov Inclusion and Diversity in 
Theological Perspective 
Professor Michael Taylor, 

University of Birmingham 
Former Director of Christian Aid 




Harvest Welcome 
As Bishop John prepares to 
hold a service in an allotment 
for Harvest Welcome, Gerry 
Hanson explores how the 
Church keeps this traditional 
festival relevant. 

M uch has changed since the Revd 
Robert Stephen Hawker 
conducted the first Harvest 
Festival service at Morewenstow in 
Cornwall in 1843. As we evolve into a 
predominantly service economy, it is 
pertinent to question the relevance of 
the traditional Harvest Festival to the 
ordinary person in an urban street. 

There was a time when folk who went 
to church only occasionally would attend 
at Christmas, Easter and Harvest Festival. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
numbers are dwindling, in urban areas 
at least, but for those who do attend, 
what is the attraction? Nostalgia, evoking 
memories of childhood services with 
familiar hymns, may be one reason. But 
would n umbers increase if the service 
was updated? 

Robin Page, writer, broadcaster, hands- 
on farmer and Chairman of the 
Countryside Restoration Trust (CRT) 
firmly believes the traditional service is 
still relevant. “We need to give thanks 
for the fruits of God’s creation,” he says, 
“and Harvest Festival helps us re-connect 
with the land, re-connect with our 
heritage and re-connect with the sources 
of our food.” 

‘...Harvest Festival helps us 
reconnect with... the sources 
of our food . 5 



In South Bucks last year, St Margaret’s, 
Iver Heath, held a Harvest of Scrap 
Metal. On the day before Harvest 
Festival, parishioners brought any old, 
unwanted items, from lawnmowers and 
tools to pots and pans and odd bits of 
cable, and these were sold to yield more 
than £1,000 for church funds. The Rt 
Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, 
applauds their “splendid variation” 
which he says, reminds him of 
“industrial harvests” that have been held 



in various cities and notably in services 
held in Coventry Cathedral. 

Bishop John believes it is appropriate 
to question the relevance of services and 
finds that within his diocese many 
churches use Harvest Festival as an 
opportunity for community celebration. 
“A wise church provides many 
opportunitities for communities to 
celebrate their identity - anniversaries, 
royal jubilees, Remembrance Sunday 
and Mothering Sunday are a few 
examples and Harvest offers another 
such occasion,” he says. 




It is also, in his view a great 
opportunity to involve schools, not just 
with children bringing apples and other 
produce, but in bringing their art and 
music together with a sense of wonder. 

Last year the then Bishop of Reading, 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell held a 
Harvest thanksgiving service in Asda in 
Lower Earley, during a busy shopping 
morning. He was joined by clergy and 
churchgoers from the three C of E 
churches in Earley, St Nicolas, St Peter 
and Trinity, and year six children from 
three local primary schools. The service 
was a response to comments he made in 
the media, pointing out that the Church 
was known as the M&S option when 
Jesus would be just as likely to be in the 



queue at Asda or Aldi. 

The BBC with its Songs of Praise 
usually has a programme dedicated to 
harvest each year, but tries not to be 
repetitive. Last year they went “down on 
the farm” by involving the Archers before 
moving on to a real life farm. Regular 
Songs of Praise viewers are used to a mix 
of both modern and traditional hymns, 
but such a mix occurs rarely at harvest as 
modern harvest hymns are thin on the 
ground. The best known harvest hymn 
We plough the fields and scatter was 
published in 1844, only a year after the 
first Morewenstow service, and that 
other favourite, Come ye thankful people 
come also dates from the 19^ century, so 
perhaps there is scope for innovation in 
the music. Three years ago, Songs of 
Praise came from Morewenstow and told 
the story of the eccentric but dedicated 
Robert Stephen Hawker. 

Robert Hawker’s great great nephew, 
John, who lives in Leicester, is proud of 
what his ancestor started. “In 1843 the 
parishioners of the Morewenstow lived, 
for the most part, in extreme poverty,” 
says John Hawker. 

“If they felt able to give thanks for the 
harvest, then how much more should 
we, as a comparitively affluent society, 
give thanks to God for “all good gifts 
around us?”. Bishop John thinks the 
Church is already alive to the shifting 
nature of harvest and adapts to local 
conditions with imagination. Maybe that 
awareness is manifesting itself in the 
recent trend to combine Harvest Festival 
with Back to Church Sunday, where 
lapsed worshippers are invited to re-join 
the congregation. If successful, the 
initiative will reap the greatest harvest of 
all - the harvest of souls. 



How will you celebrate yours? 



ALLOTMENT holders in Flackwell 
Heath, Buckinghamshire are invited to a 
special Harvest Welcome service 
designed specifically for them. 

The vicar of Christ Church, Flackwell 
Heath, the Revd Chris Bull, who has sent 
out 73 invitations to the service, which 
takes place on 3 October. 

“Our invitation states that allotment 
holders are aware of all the hard work 
required for a good crop, and the need 
for sun, rain and a gentle breeze, and a 
reminder that all God’s gifts around us 
are sent from Heaven above,” said Chris. 

“Allotment holders are a particular 
community within Flackwell Heath and 
we’ve got two or three in the church. 
They are spending time on the 
allotments chatting to others and saying 
‘we’ve got our own special harvest 



service’.” 

Chris recently enjoyed a helicopter 
ride for his 25^ wedding anniversary 
and took aerial photographs of the 
allotments which he plans to use in the 
services. 

A special breakfast event between two 
morning services has become a regular 
event at All Saints Wokingham as a result 
of Back to Church Sunday, as well as an 
annual communal creation-tide lunch 
on Harvest Sunday. This year, after the 
Harvest Sunday service, there will be jam 
making, bread making, Bible study and 
teaching on prayer. 

The vicar, the Revd David Hodgson 
said: “We’re hoping to encourage people 
to stay on a bit and that they will bring 
their friends. “An exhibition of art from 
local schools will be part of the event. 




The Revd Howard Thornton, Team 
Rector of Cowley, Oxford, was heading 
out to put posters up around his patch, 
inviting people to a Harvest Welcome 
service, when he spoke to the Door. 

The congregations had also given out 
3,000 invitation leaflets. He had been 
studying marketing campaigns used by 
successful organisations, and was using 
Harvest Welcome as a way of 
implementing them in his churches. 

He said congregations will be bringing 
food donations, for the Oxford Food 
Bank and the Porch homeless drop-in 
centre, in east Oxford. 
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Youth group heads to Botswana 



This summer the youth club 
from All Saints, Faringdon 
went to Botswana. Here two 
of its members describe their 
experiences. 

D avid, armed with a slingshot, 

aimed at Goliath and killed him 
with a single stone, writes Mel 
Spencer. As the 300 children in the 
Church Mission in Seronga stared on in 
wonderment, it was easy to forget that this 
tale was being acted by a varied bunch of 
young people from Faringdon crouched 
behind a tablecloth, armed with a 
cardboard sheep on a stick and a couple 
of hand-puppets. 

The laughter rang out as the kids 
played football and did the hokey-cokey, 
but the sign displayed over the village 
told a different story: “Support HIV 
positive families in our community”. 

Life is far from easy. The children 
walk for miles just to get to school. They 
have few clothes. As a shoeless little boy 
grinned and gave me a high-five, I felt 
almost embarrassed that only two weeks 
before I had been fretting about how to 
pay off my student debt, how to get a 
job, a house, and how I could best pay 
for my car insurance. 

These are issues we all face, and while 
not trivialised, are contextualised by the 
congregation in Seronga. In a 
community afflicted by health problems 
and financial instability, our group had 
much to learn from their perseverance 



and generosity towards others; values 
founded on and strengthened by the 
Christian message spread by Willie 
Booyse and those at Delta Cross 
Ministries. After studying the Bible for 
two hours every morning, we were able 
to put our faith to practical use as we 
grew together as a group, organising 
craft sessions for the children, practising 
worship music, and building a classroom 
so more people could benefit from the 
comfort Christianity can bring: T will 
fear no evil, for my God is with me.’ As 
all of us came together and sang Matt 
Redman’s setting of these words adapted 
from Psalm 23, it was poignant to see 
the hope and stability that they brought, 
uniting us all across the equator. 

• • • • 

A year ago during our weekly youth 
group session the question ‘why 
don’t we take a group to Africa?’ 
was proposed and now unbelievably by 
the grace of God 30 of us have been, seen 
and returned to tell the tale from the far 
off reaches of Botswana, writes Harriet 
Weller. 

The epic journey I’ve been so lucky to 
be part of began in January in our local 
towns. At first we were daunted by the 
fundraising task that lay before us as we 
were aiming to raise at least £28,000 but 
we soon saw that a path of generosity 
had been laid out for us. Everyone put 
huge amounts of effort into it. 

My contribution along with my friend 
Flo was to sell more than 1,000 Krispy 
Krone doughnuts at our College which 
was great fun but as you can imagine by 




the end of it we were pretty sick of 
doughnuts! 



In the final weeks before the trip, 
leaders from our church shared their 
wisdom of working with children with 
us, teaching us hilarious games, correct 
practice and how to master a puppet. 

We also prepared some children’s songs 
which took me back to my early Sunday 
school days. 

Then the time came for us to finally 
embark on our journey to central Africa 
to experience the true way of African life 
and as Jesus said ‘I came so you could 
have life and live life to the full’ and we 
did that throughout the three weeks. 

I hadn’t quite prepared myself for how 
far away Botswana is. We were travelling 
for a whole two days going on six 
differnt modes of transport. This 
reflected the journey we went on as a 
group. By the end of it we were like one 
big family as we all experienced amazing 
things together that will stay with us for 
a lifetime. 

My personal highlight was working 
with the huge numbers of children from 
Seronga who brought to us so much joy 





THOUSANDS of people flocked to the 
sixth annual Bicester Family Fun Day. 

The event, organised by eight churches 
under the banner of Churches Together 
in Bicester, had face-painting, a huge 
slide and much more. 

The Revd Chris Boyce, of Emmanuel 
Church, said: “It was brilliant, really 
amazing. We had thousands of people 
yet again and sunny weather, which 
always helps. The fun day has become 
quite a date on the Bicester calender.” 
The day took place on Saturday, 1 1 
September. 



Building on 

WORK is well underway on a £33million 
project to provide state-of-the-art new 
buildings at the Oxford Academy. 

Principal, Mike Reading, is pictured 
right, showing staff from the Oxford 
Diocese’s education department around 
the site, which is due to open in January 
2011. 

The diocesan sponsored academy, on 
the site of the former Peers School 
opened in 2008. This year staff and 
pupils celebrated after 63 per cent of its 
pupils achieved five or more GCSEs at 
grades A* to C. The last year of Peers 
School saw resuts improve from 11 per 
cent of pupils achieving five A* to C 
grades including maths and English, to 
18 per cent. 

In 2009 classes started at our second 
academy, Aylesbury Vale, where pupils 
are also enjoying better grades. The 
number of pupils with five GCSEs at 
grades A* to C has increased from 53 per 
cent in 2009 to 73 per cent in 2010. 

Leslie Stephen, Diocesan Director of 
Education, said: “We are delighted with 
the successful GCSE results at both 
academies. The staff and pupils have 
worked extremely hard to make this 
happen and we are extremely pleased to 
see them do so well.” 

Mr Reading said: “We have not only 
improved, we have blown away previous 



Family 




when they had so little. By the end we 
said a highly emotional goodbye to them 
unsure about what their futures held but 
firm in the knowledge that the mission 
we were working with was doing amazing 
things for them. Back at home the 
experience lives on in our church as the 
youth especially has been brought closer 
together and a lasting link has been 
made between Faringdon and Botswana. 
Harriet Weller is 20 and taking a gap year 
before going to Bangor University to study 
History with Journalism. Mel Spencer is 20, 
recently graduated and is looking for work. 

Pictured above left are Harriet, right and Mel , 
left in Botswana. Above, one of the children in 
Botswana. Pics: All Saints Youth Club. 



success 




achievements. More and more students 
are experiencing the thrill of success.” 
Jonathan Johnson, principal of 
Aylesbury Vale, said: “We are thrilled with 
a continued improvement in student 
performance and this again represents a 
measured step on the road to sustainable 
improvement. The Church’s involvement 
can clearly be seen in the way our 
students have applied themselves to their 
studies and to helping one another when 
called upon.” 

Mr Johnson attributed an increase in 
Sixth Form applications to the values and 
ethos the diocese had brought in 
sponsoring the academy, allowing it to be 
a place students can grow spiritually as 
well as academically. 





8 



Advertisement Feature 



IheDoor OCTOBER 2010 





ohn ITritchard’s J 

New book “Living Jesus” reviewed. 4 U 




John Pritchard is Bishop of 
Oxford and has written many 
bestselling books including 
'Intercessions Handbook' and the 
follow-up 'The Second Intercessions 
Handbook’, as well as 'How to Pray 1 , 
The Life and Work of a Priest and 
Going to Church' A user’s guide' 

His latest book Living Jesus' 
takes us on an insightful journey of 
discovery about Jesus Written 
as much for mature Christians as 
for those new in their faith, 'Living 
Jesus’ will help ell of us discover 
more about Jesus and In turn feed 
our love, need and adoration of Him. 

This is what Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu & Mark 
Russell had to say about the book: 



This richly engaging study vividly 
conveys how opening our hearts to 
Christ can release the transformative 
power of love to flow through our lives 
and into our broken and needy world. I 
pray that many will be touched by their 
encounter with Christ in Living Jesus. ' 

-Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu 

m What a fantastic book! Jesus Christ is 
the centre of human history, hut who 
is he? John Pritchard shows us the 
Jesus who jumped off the pages of 
the Bible and into his life, t encourage 
you to read this book, whether you're 
a follower of Jesus or just wanting to 
find out more. You will be moved, you 
will laugh and you will cry. in those mo- 
ments w fieri you wonder why you are 
a Christian. Living Jesus will remind 



you , An inspire f zona/ book written by 
a man who loves Jesus and loves 

people.' —Mark Russell, Chief 
Executive , Church Army 



Intiri |V,UihiiJ 



Living Jesus 
John Pritchard 
RRP £9.99 

St Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price £7.99! 



To purchase. Living Jesus' and 
other John Pritchard hooks at 
fantastic prices- 1 visit you local St 
Andrew's Bookshop, order 
online or call 01494 567250 





Mnr& f tUBs trnm John Pritchard 

Going to Church 
RRP £8.99 
St Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price £6.99? 

The l ife & Work 
of e Pnest 
RRP £9,99 
Si Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price £7.99! 

How to Pray 
RRP £9.99 
Si Andrew's 
Bookshop 

pnee £7,991 

intercessor 
1 Handbooks 
I RRP £9.99 
' Si Andrew's 
Bookshop 
price E7.99! 









< 




-^St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives.. 



Mail Order 01494 567250 



www.standrewsbookshop.co.uk 




We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years. 
Visit your local branch to find 
out how our expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 8621 68 

High Wycombe 
All Saints, 8 Castle Street 
HP13 6RF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01865247567 

Witney 
31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 706429 

Boumville : 01 21 459 7000 
Bury St Edmunds: 01284 
769517 

Coventry: 02476 267070 
Shirley : 0121 7441722 
Wolverton 01908 221331 



PHILIP 

YANCEY 

WNA1 GOOD 
!5 GOD? r 






Of f 





Exclusive 

tJieDoor % 



What Good is God? 
Philip Yancey 
RRP £12.99 
Our Price £l0 99 



Crazy Love 
Francis Chan 
£8,99 



Radical Disciple 
John Stott 
£899 






Discount 



15 % 
OFF! 



' 1 6 % off Books or CDs 
i in October.* 



cjp 

A 



Her Mother’s Hope 
Francine Rivers 
RRP £10 99 
Our Price £9.99 



Seriously Funny 
Adrian Piass & Jeff 

Lucas 

£8.yy 



The Grace Outpouring 
Roy Godwin & Dave 
R cherts 
£7 99 



Bring this voucher into your local 
' St Andrew’s Bookshop to tisdoKta 
■> 1 5% off books & CDs. 







’ l units* tsondOMin*. iiptfi* ti(* UWM >n 

>5 ' 



co^Ftd^h wlch any gipr V&lH unit! 



Buying in bulk? Do you need regular resources or specialist material for an 
event? For our best price contact us at quote@standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
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Feature 



A walk along a waterway 



Sarah Meyrick visits Kintbury 
in West Berkshire with GP Dr 
Nick Yates and the Revd 
Sally Welch for our eighth 
prayer walk. 

K intbury lies in the River 
Kennet valley between 
Hungerford and Newbury. 
To the north stretch the 
Lambourn Downs and the 
Ridgeway, and to the south the North 
Hampshire Downs and the Wayfarer’s 
Walk. The river, the Kennet and Avon 
Canal, and the railway line from London 
to the West Country all pass through the 
village. 

Our walk begins at the church of St 
Mary’s (1). Originally a Saxon Minster, 
most of the current building dates from 
the 12th century. The church contains a 
number of interesting monuments, 
many in memory of the past residents of 
nearby Barton Court (now owned by Sir 
Terence Conran). It also has an 
attractive painted ceiling. The church 
has its own prayer trail, available on an 
A4 sheet on the table to the left of the 
door. The trail takes in the church, the 
churchyard and the immediate 
surroundings. 

Turn right as you come out of the 
church and if you walk down the side of 
the graveyard, past the red brick Old 
Vicarage (now owned by the writer 
Robert Harris) you soon come to the 
The Kennet and Avon Canal, (2). This 
historic waterway weaves through 
spectacular scenery between the Thames 
and the Bristol Channel. It was built to 
form a direct link between the capital 
and the South West and enjoys its 
bicentenary this year. You may like to 
pause and reflect how life has changed 
in those two centuries. Give thanks for 
the many good things that progress has 
brought, in particular the many medical 
breakthroughs. Pray for the things that 
you find stressful about modern life. 

As you walk along the canalside, you 
may like to pray for those who use the 






canals, in particular the many holiday- 
makers who visit the area. Give thanks 
for the abundant nature along the canal. 
Pray for safe and happy journeys for 
boaters. Think of any particularly happy 
holiday memories you may have, and 
give thanks. Think about how you can 
find refreshment, even in the busiest 
time. 

As you come level to the railway 
station, (3) pray for those who use this 
line to commute to work. Think of those 
who have to spend long days - or longer 
periods of time - away from their 
families because of their work 
commitments. Remember those who are 
currently out of work and struggling to 
find employment - or fear redundancy 
and joblessness in the current testing 
financial climate. Pray for our 
politicians as they make difficult choices 
in the forthcoming Government 
spending review, and the knock-on 
effects that will have. Reflect on the 
work-life balance in your own life. 



LIVING 



Three-quarters of a 
mile after the railway 
station, turn away off the 
tow path, (4) back 
towards the village, 
along Irish Hill Road. At 
the end of Irish Hill 
Road, turn right and immediately left 
into Burtons Hill Road. A little further 
on you will see Kintbury St Mary’s 
Primary School in Gainsborough Avenue 
( 5 ). 

Pray for the children who attend the 
school. Remember the teaching and 
other staff, the governors and all those 
who support the school in other ways. 
Pray that our church schools will be 
distinctive. You may like to remember 
the church schools in your own area. 
Think about your own education - and 
give thanks that in this country we can 
take going to school for granted. 

From the school turn left down 
Kennet Road (6), and follow the road 
along until you come to Kintbury 
Coronation Village Hall. Pause for a 
moment here and think of all the village 
activities, events and celebrations that 
take place in this building. Pray for 
community life here, and where you live. 
What are the particular needs in your 
community? Can the church help? 

Retrace your steps to the school, turn 
left onto Burtons Hill and left again 
onto Newbury Street. On your left, you 
will see the surgery (7), where Dr Nick 
Yates has worked for 30 years. Give 
thanks for the skills of the medical 
profession, here and in our hospitals. 

Think of the patients coming here 
today, perhaps afraid of bad news. You 
may like to think of those caring for 
people at the end of their lives. Pray for 
those you know who are suffering in 
body, mind or spirit today. 

Walk back towards the village centre. 



SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



At Station Road you may like to turn 
right and visit the Dundas Arms, 
overlooking the canal, or turn left and 
find refreshment at the Blue Boar. 

Either way, remember those who work in 
pubs and restaurants, often long and 
anti-social hours which take them away 
from their families. 

Pray for those whose lives are blighted 
by alcohol abuse. Remember the doctors 
and others who work to support people 
with addictions. As you pass the shops, 
pray for those who are working hard to 
keep their businesses afloat. Return to 
the church to complete the walk. 

Listen to Nick Yates in conversation 
with the Revd Sally Welch at 
www. oxford, an glican . org/ prayerwalks . 

Do you have a favourite walk where you 
pray that you’d like to share? Contact us 
on 01865 208225 or 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org. 



Ordnance Survey Mapping @ Crown Copyright. 
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SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Holidays Abroad 



Lanzarcte 

P\sya Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 01454260619 

\AAAAA/larEarctB^lladrHtcDLi< 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



To advertise in 
The Directory call 
01752 225623 



Insurance 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

AAAA Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 

To advertise in 
The Directory call 
01752 225623 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual MULTI trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

No Max Age Limit For Single Trip Cover 
max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellations. 
For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the ESA. 



Vi-ft v .1 i.li r | : H 1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 >. I . i h vl mu - E : l_«. ■ - 1 u i r 1 1 _ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i i ■: I .iji i -aimii 
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Come to the Shropshire Hills 

A warm welcome awaits at our family-run cottages, maintained 
and equipped to a high standard. Beautiful location at Church 
Stretton in Shropshire, easy access to Ludlow, Shrewsbury & 
Ironbridge. Ideal for all the family. 

TEL 01694 722869 for a brochure or visit 
www. botvy lef arm .co . u k 



IVarehHVfn l> ict In ? lem of In* dy Devon ecnjitry^Mv 
*Lth iK-ti nlfcfial tLi-U) ot'Gi me .Me Vjllcj h? (Jit- sea. 
fitbih ill Liu I JL group koliduu & rev react. Ickal for retr. 

itIii ■l.hcjuii. urttd u H'thirit i- in hjeIi f.nrl 

in .i i|Uil-Il H jui jU .i nd infer jhaI si I emptier?. 

Tel: 1)1297 21 6S1 



Sit Ives Cornwall 

Und May I “Mil 

Shore off season breaks In cosy centrally heaeed 
Fdurnuuii^ r-nEiagr- in r.hrf’ rrmrr of hr^urihil Sr I 

ONLY £.120 for 2 nights for 2 people 
£35 p tr night far additional njgjwtt 
I ncludes Parking, C. Heating, Bed linen 
Tel Alw 0 1736 795083 yr 07970 737067 



LYNTON DEVON 



Feature 



AS the worldwide Guiding movement celebrates the culmination of its centenary celebrations this me 
presents a round-up of the events across the Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire and expl< 
youth organisations have to offer across the diocese. 



Buckinghamshire 

b : 



ELLS will ring across Buckinghamshire to 
.mark the finale of the centenary year of 
"girl guiding. The Buckinghamshire leg 
of the national celebrations, which culminate at 
20:10 on October 20, will involve churches, and 
other buildings with bells, making a resounding 
ringing noise. 

Sue Berry, County Commissioner for 
Buckinghamshire described the activities 
throughout the year, which started with a 
county launch party with 2,500 people and 
giant inflatables. 

Brownies enjoyed a circus themed day while 
Guides and the senior section held a festival 
style camp with climbing, high ropes, archery 
and an X factor style talent contest. The 
adults held a garden party with a heritage 
display of history for leaders. 

Sue said: “One tradition in Buckinghamshire 
is our banner service. We are the only county 
that does this every year, parading our banners 
which tell a story depicting the area they 
represent. We held our centenary banner service 
with 54 banners paraded.” Another group went to 
a jamboree in Holland, two or three to 
Switzerland, others to Iceland and two, including 




one in a wheelchair, joined a national Guiding 
tour of the coastline of the UK in a wheelchair. 

Sue said that Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 
across Buckinghamshire have ‘waiting to join 
lists.’ She said “Guiding is something we could 
offer to many more girls and young women if we 



could encourage more adults to 
We are a youth organisation but 
is hugely rewarding for adults. 

Anyone interested in voluntee 
Sue on 01296 487683. See 
www. girlguidingbucks .org.uk. 



Berkshire 

C elebrations started in August 2009 with 
WINGS, the annual Guide and Scout 
camp, when 100 girls took to the stage 
during the closing ceremony, writes Jane 
Bingham . 

In September, all our 11 Divisions had their 
Division and District parties, and one division 
even went to Brownsea Island to launch theirs, 
some Guides had a ballroom dance, some held 
a fun party and some just chilled out. 

During a Thanksgiving service at Reading 
Minster, Bishop Stephen preached, telling the 



Oxfordshire 

W hen I was asked four years ago if I 
would be County Commissioner for 
Girlguiding Oxfordshire, one of the 
deciding factors was knowing that I would be 
Commissioner during our Centenary year, 
writes Carol Dunne . 

I have met so many amazing people who 
give their time to enable girls to be involved 
in Guiding. The movement is thriving in 
Oxfordshire with 6,500 members aged five 
years and upwards. Many units meet in 
church halls around the county and their 
connection and relationship to their church 
community is very important. Guiding is an 
inclusive movement open to girls of all faiths, 
all backgrounds and all abilities. 

In 2009, Girlguiding linked with partner 
charities to enable guides to ‘Change the 
World’ an initiative where girls supported a 
charity by learning more about the issues and 



congregation that his path into Anglican 
ministry was as a result of his sister being a 
guide. 

Our oldest Guide Unit is 1 st Pinkneys Green 
(Miss Agnes Baden-Powell’s Own). The Lord 
Lieutenant and the Borough Mayors joined us, 
and we all renewed our promise with our 
County Commissioner. We had our very first 
County Musical, Joseph, with a cast of about 
200 girls, leaders, and Trefoil Guild members. 

To celebrate World Thinking Day, the 
County went to Salisbury to join with other 
South West Region members at One World, 
One Beat, a fully International activity day that 
was much fun as well. Now we are looking 

then either raised funds or gave time to help 
the charity. 

In September 2009 our celebrations began 
as Oxfordshire Guides invaded Cotswold 
Wildlife Park for two days. Two highlights of 
the year were Thinking Day and a multi faith 
Thanksgiving Service held at Dorchester 
Abbey. Thinking Day on February 22 is a 
special time every year but this year saw me 
and my two assistants travel the county as we 
aimed to see as many services and events as 
possible. 

In May 2010, Blenheim Palace was the 
venue for our Palace at The Party, attended 
by over 4,000 members who enjoyed a 
glorious day of activities including zip wires, 
outdoor cooking, dancing, and were joined 
by the Duke and Duchess of Marlborough for 
a huge picnic and sing. 

In August, Quest 2010 was our Centenary 
International camp held at The European 
School in Abingdon. We were joined by 



forward to our County Activity day- I 
100- being held at our County Showgror 
about 3,000 members of all ages, and i 
we have enough energy left we sh 
celebrating our Finale in 3-4 venues a 
the County on 20.10.20.10.2010. 

We also have a County Centenary 
badge for sale at £l(plus SAE). If you 
like one please contact me on: cen 
@berkshireguiding.org.uk or phone n 
0118 978 1175. 

We are still enjoying our Guiding wf 
age we are, and looking forward to th 
Centenary. 



guides from Australia, Fiji, South Africa, 
Nigeria, Lebanon, Pakistan and Wales tc 
share in the fun while learning learn me 
about one another. During the week the 
guides participated in a range of activity 
challenges. A highlight was tobogganing 
tonnes of snow was shipped in on the d; 
hundreds of Brownies joined in the fun 
camp! 

During the year, we challenged oursel 
walk the whole boundary of our County 
girls aiming to complete a few miles eac 
am aiming to cover the whole lot and hi 
far completed over a third of it. 

We have long waiting lists and could o 
guiding to more girls if more adults join 

For further information on how to be< 
a guiding member, go to: 
www.girlguiding.org.uk . Or the Girlguid 
Oxfordshire website: 
www.oxfordshiregirlguiding.org.uk . 
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railway station in Europe, at 
11,388ft, (3,471m). 



Here are some igloos we made 
earlier: Girls from Ascot joined the 
Great Guide Getaway when they 
travelled to Oberland in 
Switzerland. 

Twelve girls and three leaders 
joined 650 Guides from across the 
UK during the February half term. 



They took part in activities 
including toboganning and snow 
shoe. The youngest Ascot Guide 
made her promise at the Ice 
Palace at the top of Jungfraujoch, 
a location on a mountain ridge. 

Jungfraujoch is famous for 
being the location for the highest 



ONLINE 



For a full report on the Great Guide 
Getaway from Ascot see 

www.oxford.anglican.org/thedoor. 
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Girls’ Brigade 

G irls’ Brigade’s passion is to 

enable girls and young women 
to Seek Christ and discover life; 
Serve Christ and reach out; Follow 
Christ and lead others, writes Catherine 
Burt . 

The movement is involved in many 
different initiatives, primarily working as 
an expression of mission with local 
churches. In the UK, Girls’ Brigade 
(GB) runs weekly groups, events, 
residentials and training that connects 
with around 50,000 girls aged four plus. 
In England and Wales GB is also 
piloting a variety of local mission 

Boys’ Brigade 

YouthView 

by Tom Westbury 




T he most annoying thing about my 
annual Boys’ Brigade (BB) camp is 
that the week beforehand seems to 
last forever, so when I woke up at 5.30am 
on Saturday I knew the next four and a 
half hours would really drag! 

This summer around 30 young people, 
together with 10 leaders from four BB 
groups in North Oxfordshire held an 
annual camp at the CMC, a Christian 
residential centre near Pen-Sarn in North 
Wales. 

The camp started with a short service 
led by the Revd Dr Hugh White, vicar of 
Deddington. We then headed north in a 



opportunities in schools; new age 
specific groups like mcounta groups for 
11 to 14s; and an initiative called GirlsB 
- helping young women explore tough 
issues like image and sexuality. GB’s 
National Director Ruth Gilson says “GB 
began in 1893 and uniform quickly 
became our way. We’ve been grappling 
with the issue of uniform in recent years 
and, although many of our groups wear 
it, it is not the key focus or distinctive 
that is a be all and end all of who we 
are. 

“I believe GB was birthed as a 
visionary and pioneering mission with a 
heart for local girls, recognising their 
needs and aspirations are fulfilled 
through the gospel - and nothing about 



convoy of vehicles. The estimated 
journey time was three and a half hours, 
but five hours (and a burnt out clutch) 
later we safely reached the centre. 

The programme, each day started at 
7.45am with room inspection, followed 
by a healthy breakfast before our daily 
activities. Each day ended with a film, 
devotions led by one of the leaders and 
‘lights out’ at 11pm. 

The theme of the week was “the 
mountains and the sea” and our 
devotions were based around key Bible 
passages including the Sermon on the 
Mount and Jesus calming the Sea of 
Galilee. On Sunday we held a parade at 
St Tanwg Parish Church, Harlech and in 
the afternoon we went swimming in the 
freezing sea. Outdoor activities provided 
by the CMC included raft building, 
sailing, kayaking and gorge walking 
which all included getting soaked in a 
freezing river at no extra cost! We also 
found the time to visit Barmouth and the 




that has changed for this new and 
uncharted generation.” 

See www.girlsb.org to find out more 
about the Girls Brigade, which is based 
in Didoct. Oxfordshire. 



Centre for Alternative Technology. 

By far the most challenging activity of 
the week was our ‘expedition’ up Mount 
Snowdon. Apparently it is only 3 miles to 
the summit of the mountain from the 
base, the path the BB decided to follow 
was 15 miles long and the leaders refused 
to let us go up on the train! When we 
finally reached the summit we were 
greeted by beautiful views of dense fog. 

On Saturday with a great deal of 
disappointment we made our journey 
back to North Oxfordshire. 

Only 51 weeks until the next camp. I 
can’t wait! 

Tom Westbury is 16 and a member of I s * 
Deddington BB 

The BB is an international uniformed 
Christian youth organisation. There are 1 ,500 
Church based BB groups in the UK 
providing activities for over 60,000 young 
people aged five tol 8. For more details on 
how the BB can make a difference to young 
people in your parish call (01295) 722713. 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD. 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Gordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 






C )ak.s 



T 



ffj\ J EWELL li R Y 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 



* Tel:01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 

w w w.ti ) a ksclirislia n jewellery, co.uk 





MFTROSF BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SFFKSNIFW 
MXNU9CKIFISIN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info Omel rosebooks.co.uk 





A unique 



magazine 






publication aimed 
at mature 
readers who 
are young / 
at heart. /lU 
Don 't miss it! 




Available to Download now FREE at... 

www.over65magazine.co.uk 



r COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, ’ 
OXFORD 

Seeks a 

Experienced Fundraiser, 

Part time 

Reaching out to the nations. ..from home 

We are a Charitable Christian 
International students hostel looking 
for a part time, experienced fund-raiser 
(grants, major donors). 

Working mainly from home you will 
help us to fund-raise our mission: 
welcome and accommodate students 
from all nations. 

More information 

&ancois.danthon@staldaties.org.iik 

or 01865 254 800 



To advertise in 
The Door 
Call 01752 225623 
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Testimonies... 



“I have been checking xrhythms whilst driving around Stoke. Now 



tCr 

A* 



t Cross Rhythms we haven’t, in fact we’re doubling our 
efforts to reach a younger generation. But we need you, 
the parents and grandparents, to push with us to reach 
rescue our children’s generation. 



We all know the scripture in Malachi that the Spirit of Elijah will ‘turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse’. It is vital 
for our nation’s future that there is a greater turning of the hearts of the 
old to the young and the young to the old, and it is incumbent upon the 
older generation to take that lead. 



In addition, our model of FM community radio has proved a great 
success with Ofcom and local communities: engaging with everyday 
issues and serving local communities at all levels, practically, emotionally 
and spiritually. Its success has enabled four such stations to gain FM 
licences, and our goal is to see 10 such stations across the nation. 

We are truly fulfilling our positioning statement to, 



By Jon Bellamy CEO of Cross Rhythms 



PLEASE DON’T GIVE 
UP ON THE YOUTH OF f 
OUR NATION! 



Cross Rhythms is a ministry that since 1983 has been reaching today’s 
younger generation and the people of our cities through media. And let’s 
face it, if you want to reach young people, where will you find them? Only a 
small proportion can be found hanging around our churches, but the vast 
majority are immersed in today’s media - building their lives, fixing their 
values and shaping their identities through online communities, website 
imagery, music idols, movie icons, mobile interaction, video footage, radio 
personalities... Yep, if you want to find today’s youth, you will find them in 
today’s media culture - just where Cross Rhythms has taken it’s stand! 



‘Impact Youth and the Wider Community For Good Through 
FM Radio, Contemporary Christian Music and a Globally 
Influential Website’. 

Building on all this, in July we were thrilled to hear that Cross Rhythms 
had been awarded a brand new five year licence to continue reaching the 
people of Stoke-on-Trent on FM radio until at least December 2015! 

It is amazing when we look back to see how far God has brought us, what 
he has established through us, and to be encouraged to go further still! 



don’t get all enthusiastic here, but I think the quality of the 
shows/tunes is pretty good - as for the message I have to say I’m 
a floating voter - however I am also the owner of a local live 
music venue and would be willing to put together a show to help 
raise funds for the station. You must be doing something cool as it’s 
the first time I’ve taken any notice - good luck with the station.” 

Buff, 2002 

“I am neither a Christian nor a member of any other religion.../ 
approach religion with a high degree of cynicism. In the case of 
Cross Rhythms I am entirely happy to say that such cynicism is 



Originally born out of a prophetic word given to Cross Rhythms Founder 
Chris Cole to ‘reach millions for Christ through media’, after 27 tried 
and tested years Cross Rhythms has grown from just a half hour radio 
show to three full time FM radio stations in UK cities. Youth programmes 
are syndicated to more than 50 stations worldwide and our youth engaging 
website is one of the busiest in the UK, tackling issues such as pornography, 
self harm, addictions, eating disorders and offering teaching, testimonies and 
prayer. The site is reaching more than 800,000 unique users a year, 70% of 



Right now we are working on making our Christian radio voice accessible 
to mobile phones; we are increasing our website interaction with young 
people; we are setting up a media training academy to raise up the next 
generation of Christian media voices; we are in discussion with 
several groups for possible stations in their cities and more. 

To achieve our vision will require experience, perseverance and 
boldness. All these we have. 



entirely unfounded. I believe your radio station has played an 
important role in entertaining local people and also in countering 
the needlessly negative messages of other local media. You have 
injected positive criticality into many civic debates and have held 
myself and other local politicians to account in a way that has 
enabled us to explain ourselves rather than sought merely to trick 
us into sound bites.” 

Mike Wolfe - Elected Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, 2004 



whom are under 35. 



How you can help... 



I want to reach the youth of our nation 
through Cross Rhythms 

□ I would like to give a one off gift of £ 



D I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘ Cross 
Rhythms ’ ) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO 
as a one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date DDDG 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: 



Address: 



Postcode:_ 
E-mail: 



Tel: 



Please cut out this form and post it to: 

Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, £ 

Stoke-on-Trent, ST I IXR. imw.EniMKCQjk 

Alternatively you can call 01782 251000 to make a donation 
or go to www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 



To achieve our vision will also require expansion, growth, 
increased manpower and added resource. 



As you read just some of the testimonies from the last 8 years of FM 
broadcasting, imagine this being repeated and multiplied time after time 
all across the UK in the coming years. With your support it can. 



Cross Rhythms is much more than a team of 9 employees, 4 
trustees and 30 volunteers. It is a team of hundreds of partners 

all giving where they are called to give and standing together to see the 
same vision come forth in our nation today. 




Today we are looking for many more parents and grandparents to join us 
to reach our children’s generation through media. We are asking you, 
would you join our growing army of partners, who are just as vital a 
member of the Cross Rhythms team as myself and Heather, Tony & 
Maxine, Angela, Chris, Richard, Rob, Peter?* 

Thank you for your consideration. 




Yours sincerely 



Jonathan Bellamy 
Cross Rhythms CEO 
*AII Pictured 







RH^ITHMSV^J 





“I can speak from experience of both listening to and from the 
perspective of Staffordshire Police contributing to regular features 
on Cross Rhythms. The radio station undoubtedly promotes unity 
and highlights the valuable work that is being done within 
communities.” 

John Wood - Chief Superintendent, 2004 

“Hi Shell! I downloaded your podcast on self harm after my friend 
sent it to me thinking it might help me. I have self harmed for 9 
months. I have good times and bad times. I have been trying to tell 
someone. I listened to your podcast nightly for the last few nights. 
Although I’m not a Christian, it really helped me. I booked with the 
nurse to see the counsellor again and told her. It feels so much 
better. Thank you so much you have helped me heaps.” 

N, 2009 

“Hi Chris, I have some exciting news. Me and Ben have been 
speaking to a girl who’s gotten pregnant and the guy doesn’t want 
to know her anymore (she isn’t a Christian). Well today she said 
she heard the Policeman story on Cross Rhythms last night and 
she gave her life to God!!!! Sooo excited.” 

V - Stoke-on-Trent, 2009 

“This time last year, I was only a couple of months on from the 
overdose I had taken. The night before my 24th birthday, the night 
we spoke on the phone, I was in such a dark place still, that I was 
seriously contemplating trying again and doing a better job. I didn’t 
feel I had any rope to hold on to and it was all pretty bleak. I want 
you to know that the very fact that someone was on the end of a 
phone, that night, and willing to talk with me, and pray, and not 
make me feel like an outcast or a freak was a lifesaving piece of 
rope. It gave me the rope I needed to hold on to, to make it 
through that night. Without doing something that would have been 
unwise. It was you displaying the kindness and love that made me 
see Jesus.” 

Helen - 2009 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in October 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the November 2010 issue is 8 October. 



FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 



OXFORD: St Giles Church. Weekly 
Taize worship on Fridays from 
1 .15pm to 1 .45pm. All welcome. 

SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER 



THEALE: Holy Trinity Church 
presents Theale Sings! Singing of 
different styles for all ages, listen and 
take part. Events begin from 
10.30am. Details 07824 337999. 

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: ‘The 
Dream of Gerontius’ by Edward 
Elgar/John Henry Newman will be 
performed by The Newman Singers 
and orchestra at Dorchester Abbey at 
7.30pm. Details 01 235 550232 or 
01 235 521 41 2 or www.wegot 
tickets.co.uk 

SUNDAY 3 OCTOBER 



SLOUGH: To Pinewood and Beyond 
family fun day at Pinewood Studios, 
Iver Heath 3pm - 6pm. All ages 
welcome. Details 07836 251432. 

WEDNESDAY 6 OCTOBER 



DEDDINGTON: Fairtrade Christmas 
cards and gifts, to see, buy or order 
at the parish church from 1 0.30am - 
7pm. Details 01 869 337761 . 

SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER 



BANBURY: St Mary’s Horsefair at 
7.30pm. ‘Trafalgar Square comes to 
Banbury Cross’ concert - £1 0 
(concessions available). Details 
01 295 270371 or www.stmarys- 
organ.org.uk 

LITTLE MO RE: SS Mary and Nicolas 
Church are holding an exhibition of 
various arts and crafts created by the 
people of Littlemore. Open each 
weekend until 1 7 October from 
1 0am - 4pm. Details 01 865 71 7250 
or 01 865 748003. 

SUNDAY 10 OCTOBER 



WOKINGHAM: All Saints at 3pm. 
Annual service of thanksgiving for 
creation and blessing of animals. 
Preacher: Dr Martin Henig. Please 
bring your animals along. Details 
0118 9789782. 

WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 



READING: St Luke’s Church, RG1 



5LH at 7.30pm. ‘Seicento!’ by 
Reading Bach Choir. Sacred and 
secular music from the 1 7th Century. 
Details 01 18 987 1452. 

THURSDAY 14 OCTOBER 



READING: St Nicolas Church, Earley, 
Berkshire Vocations Fellowship 
meeting at 8pm - 9.30pm. ‘Going to 
a Bishops’ Advisory Panel’ by Mr 
Kevin Diamond. Details 01865 
208291. 

NEWBURY: St Nicolas Church at 
1 .1 Opm. Organ recital by Roy 
Woodhams. Admission free. 

OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association in the Priory Room at 
Christ Church from 10.15am. ‘The 
Foyer - working with young people in 
Abingdon’ by Hilary Kandiyal. Details 
01865 761476. 

FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER 



TILE HURST, READING: St 

Catherine’s Church at 8pm. ‘Let 
Beauty Awake’ - Pastoral life and 
romance in English music for voice, 
piano and flute. Tickets £7. Details 
0118 942 8238. 

SATURDAY 16 OCTOBER 



ST MARY'S CHURCH, THAME: St 

Mary’s Guild Autumn Fay re from 
1 0am til 3pm. 

MONKS RISBOROUGH: St 

Dunstan’s Church at 8pm. ‘Theatre in 
the Villages - By George!’ A one-man 
musical review of comedy songs 
taking a light hearted and 
unashamedly nostalgic look a the 
quirks of the English. Details 01 844 
344417. 

SUNDAY 17 OCTOBER 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church 
open for teas and music from 3pm - 
4pm. Evensong at 4.30pm. 

TUESDAY 19 OCTOBER 



HEADINGTON: The Oxford Christian 
Institute for Counselling talk by the 
Bishop of Oxford at 7pm. Details 
01 865 308889 or www.ocic.org.uk 

WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER 



FLACKWELL HEATH: A taste of 
Asia’ at Radhuni Restaurant. Amy 



Merone from Christian Aid on her 
recent visit to Tajikistan. Christian Aid 
supporters welcome at 7pm. Meal 
£1 2 at 7.30pm. Details 01 628 
521677. 

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. The 
Oxford Council for Christians and 
Jews, Oxford Jewish Congregation 
and the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, special showing of ‘The Jewish 
Way of Life’ exhibition followed by 
Interfaith Any Questions’. Host: Phil 
Mercer of Radio Oxford. 020 701 5 
51 60 or email cjrelations@ccj.org.uk 

THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 



ASTON TIRROLD: Drop-in Quiet Day 
at the Centre for Reflection. Details 
01235 850423. 

FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 



EARLEY: St Peter’s Church at 
7.30pm. Berkshire Organists 
performance followed by 
refreshments. 

Kidlington: Fair Trade Fair, 1 0am - 
4pm, Exeter Hall. Beautiful and useful 
Christmas gifts. Details 01 865 
375916. 

SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. Peace@7, 
informal worship. 

TUESDAY 26 OCTOBER 



WOODSTOCK: Lord Harries, former 
Bishop of Oxford, on ‘Christian 
themes in modern art’ at 
Marlborough Grill 0X20 1 PE at 7pm 

THURSDAY 28 OCTOBER 



COOKHAM DEAN: St John the 
Baptist at 8pm. Organ recital by Dr 
Roy Massey. £1 0. Details 01 628 
529861. 

OXFORD: St Frideswide organ 
recital by Dan Chambers at 7.30pm. 



Courses & special events 

INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH 



'LEARNING TO LISTEN' ■ An Acorn 
Christian Healing Foundation course 
at Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon. Four evenings - 7, 1 4, 21 
October and 4 November from 
7.30pm. Cost £32. Details 01 235 
532759. 

OXFORDSHIRE HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST - Blenheim 
Lecture on 1 9 October at 7.30pm at 
Blenheim Palace. ‘A new approach to 
the challenges at Canterbury’ by John 
Bolton (surveyor of the Fabric at 
Canterbury Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey). Tickets from 
01367 820222. 

FUNDRAISING FOR CHURCHES 
AND OTHER PLACES OF 
WORSHIP: Training day with Revd 
Maggie Durran on 26 October in 
Bicester. Details email 
maggiedurran@virginmedia.com 



OF ENGLAND: This day aims to 
explain the history and structures in 
the C of E, so that you can more 
easily navigate the labyrinth that is 
our church. Saturday 1 6 October at 
St James, Woodley RG5 3LH from 
1 0am - 4pm. Cost £1 8. Details and 
booking form from 

sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 
or 01 865 208277. 

LEADERSHIP AND 'ALL THAT 



JAZZ': Saturday 20 November from 
1 0am - 4pm at The Kings Centre, 
Osney Mead, Oxford. This day is for 
leaders and their teams in the local 
church. You don’t have to have any 
musical ability to get the most of the 
day. The day will look at techniques 
and what they mean in terms of 
leadership, team work and 
communication in the local church. 
Details and booking form from 
ruth.wilson@oxford.anglican.org or 
01865 208256. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 

1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and 
spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Job Vacancy 



We are currently looking for 
someone to join our friendly team, 

selling advertising space in Church of England newspapers. 

The job involves contacting our customers by 
phone and email, building relationships with them and 
selling advertising. Good knowledge of Office software 
essential, as is a good telephone manner 
Flexible hours, hourly rate dependent upon experience. 



Please apply by post with your CV to Ian Pilkington, 
Cornerstone Vision, 28 Old Park Road, Peverell, Plymouth, PL3 
4PY, or email, with your CV, ian@cornerstonevision.com 



advertise in 
The Door 
Call 01752 
225623 



Bim 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

£146 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTINI Q 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 




calvarychape! 

iaaaaa/ nrilwnirx/j^hf^rvtsffnHiri rn i tk 



DISCOVER 




www.rochestercathedraLorg 
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WHAT'S INCLUDE 
■ Return rail travel 

■ 1 nights' honl attorn modation 
With bufFes hre^kfa*? and dinner 

■ Guided walking tour of Dijon 

■ Excursion io Beaune with visli iti 
wine cellar and tasting 
■ Services of a Tour Manager 



WHAT'S INCLUDED 
■ Return roil travel 
- 6 nights' hotel accommodation 
with brtakfdiL 

* 2 dinners including a speciality 
meal in a traditional Czech tavern 
1 Guided walking tour of Prague fie 
*l£hE*Ming tour ot Berlin 
* Services ot 



Dijon Christmas Market 



4 days only £390 PP 

3 departures between 5 & 12 December 2010 



Prague & Berlin Christmas Markets 



Sample the wintry rharnu oF Prague's I 
festive markets which are located in 
ihc Old Ti^wnaiidW^n^sUiS ^uary 
Both are a joy to behold selling a wide 
a fray of term ptl ng (estiva gi Ft* Bp rl In 
with its variety of Christmas Market 1 : 
inducing those dL the Opera House 
and at Gendarmenmarkt, the city's 
most a Lira ciive square, are a real 
pleasure to explore, 



Jdays only £765 PP 

3 departures between 26 November St 10 December 2010 



Discover the illustrious, heritage ol Dijon, 
capital oF Burgundy which is renowned 
for its beautiful churches and Impressive 
architecture, with its medieval half- 
timbered buildings and cobbled streets. 
Fitjoy tbo atmosphere of The local 
festivities* with time to browse the 
charming ^hristnirf^ Market, Explore the 
local region and sample its fine wines, 
during a vl*IT to the local cellar*. 



Christmas Market Holidays by Rail 

A visit to one of Europe's magical Christmas Markets is the perfect way to get in the festive mood and a great place to start your Christmas 
shopping, pick up last minute presents or even treat yourself to something special. Marvel at captivating nativity scenes and peruse the stalls laden 
with wonderful gifts. Advent celebrations, festive concerts and parades are just waiting to be discovered. 



* 



Rhine Christmas 
Markets Cruise 



Embark on e relive cruise through thy 
Rhineland discovering charming towns 
a* Tb*y prepare for fh? ChrkTma* *ea*on 
- their Christmas Markets glowing with 
holiday theer. Enjoy the beautiful scenery 
as the ship salts past hi II- lop castles 
and vineyards, and visit The delightful 
Christmas Market in tochem and 
Rudesherm^ Christmas Market uf Notions. 



WHAl'SINClUDtD 




Brussels' Christmas Market is a joy to 


WHAl'&INCMJUtP 


* Return rail travel 




behold, whilst medieval Bruges is a 
real delt^hi with exquisite decorations 


* Return rail travel 


■ 3 nights' on board M5 San a fa in 




creating a truly magical at rno*phere. 


■ 3 nights' hotel accommodation 


,?-hirth lower deck ratlin:, including 




Discover Ghent's many charms as yon 


with bufF-et breakfast 


ai[ mimIs 




peruse Hie Christmas Market end listen 


- 1 rilnnpr 


1 to Codnem &, Rudesbeirn'i 




to the sound of carols. A perfect tour 


* Visits to Bruges* Brussels and 


Christmas Markets 




to enjoy the wonders of Belgium* 


Ghent's Christmas Markets 


■ Service* ot a Tour Manager 




traditional Christmas Markets. 


b Services of a lour Manager 



4 days only £345pp 

3 departures between 30 November & 14 December 2010 



Bruges, Brussels & Ghent 
Christmas Markets 



4 days from £275 PP 

8 departures between 28 November & 17 December 2010 



ALL ESCORTED TOURS INCLUDE: 



These holidays are organised by Treyn Holidays for Peter Coord Travel 
For more information and bookings please contact: 

Peter Goord Travel 

Freephone: 0800 048 1055 



NO SURCHARGES - GUARANTEED 

/ Return rail travel from St Pancrss International 
/ Quality accommodation with breakfast 
/ A programme of splprted excursions 
/ The services of a Tour Manager 



book: with ioqs confidence. 

F LILLY eCHMO ED FULLV PROTECTED 



jjjT 7 \ ^SABTA 

flUW *XiLa. m 
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Arts 



Join inTheale Sings! 



Origins tours again 




PEOPLE from all walks of life are 
invited to raise their voices at Holy 
Trinity, Theale for a special musical day 
on Saturday 2 October. 

The event has been inspired by Classic 
FM’s 123 Sing! which aims to get the 
whole of the UK to join together in song 
during the first weekend in October. 

Kate Morgan, (right), choir director, 
hopes crowds “sing their heads off’ 
during the day, which starts at 10.30am. 
There will be a variety of musical styles, 
including some African numbers where 
everyone will be encouraged to learn to 
sing in harmony. 

Older folk will get the chance to step 
back in time for a World War Two style 
1940s sing-a-long. There will be ‘Tea and 
Hymnpathy’ where participants can 
drink tea as they request their favourite 
hymns. 

“We’ll have something for children to 
join in, and are also hoping pupils from 
Theale ’s schools will come along and 
sing for us. 




Admission is free, but visitors and 
participants will be invited to make 
donations. Funds raised will be shared 
between church funds and Classic FM’s 
charity Music Makers. 



ONLINE 



For more information see 

www.holytrinitytheale.org.uk and 
http://1 23sing.classicfm.com 



S EE the juice squeezed out of 
Genesis and support a 
fundraising appeal at St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, Buckingham. 

Origins and Lemons, by the Riding 
Lights Theatre Company, is back, 
touring the country by popular 
demand. The show uses humour, 
imagination and honesty to take 
audiences back to the first 1 1 
chapters of Genesis, and was 
described by the Baptist Times as 
‘C.S. Lewis on a skateboard.’ 

It looks at issues as diverse as 
division between nations and the 



nature of death, as discussed by 
Darwin and Noah. 

It will be shown at St Peter and St 
Paul’s on Wednesday, 6 October, 
and funds raised will be donated to 
an appeal to raise funds for repair 
work to the church roof. 

Visit www.ridinglights.org/o&l for 
tickets or call the box office on 
01904 613000. 

St Peter and St Paul will also be 
hosting Revd Canon Dr Michael 
Green of Wycliffe Hall for an 
evening of spiritual refreshment on 
Saturday, October 9, from 6.30pm. 



Win Dave Walkers latest 

THE Door has three copies of Dave Walker’s latest comedy offering 
to give away in this month’s prize draw. 

For the chance to win, simply send your name and address to 
Dave Walker Competition, Diocesan Church House, Oxford OX2 
ONB to reach us no later than October 1 1 . 

Dave Walker’s The Exciting World of Churchgoing is available from 
Norwich Books and Music on 01603 785925 or 

www.canterburypress.co.uk, or your local Christian bookshop. 





NO 
WORRIES! 

Bath out - shower in - 
JUST ONE DAY! 



NO MESS! - 
NO FUSS! - 
NO RE-TILING! 



Do you struggle to get in and out 
of your old bath? Worried about 
your safety? Then let Aquability 
turn your bathing difficulty into 
shower heaven with the amazing 
All-in-One Shower Module. 

FOR MORE DETAILS AND A FREE BROCHURE 

FREEPHONE 
0800 3160110 

ASK FOR EXT. 51235 

Or return coupon lo FREEPOST RRGY-AHAX-AHSX, 
Aquabilily UK Lid, FdmUorouyh, GUI 4 UMR. 

or visit - www.aqu a bi I ity.com 



Fitted in a day* with no mess, no fuss or re-tiling 



Designed to fit in the same space as 
your old bath. the Shower Module's 
unique construction enables it lo be 

FITTED IN JUST ONE DAY* with NO 
MESS, NO FUSS and with specially 
moulded wall panels NO 
RE-TILING either] 



"It fits where 
my old bath 
used to be!” 



• Easy access NEW lower step 

• Optional seat and grab rail 

• Assistance pole 

• Slip resistant floor 

• Bui St -in shelving 



SHOWER STANDING 
UP OR SITTING DOWN 
WITH THE OPTIONAL 
FOLD DOWN SEAT IN 
COMPLETE SAFETY. 



Full or 
half height 
doors 
available 






' : -t 



f r* 









P Please -KEnd me a TRIT brochure on Hie AQUARII FTY SHOWER MODI J I V 51 235 
Name 

Td 



j Address. 

I 



_ Postcode _ 



tur. hi rtf j 



LIABILITY 



iniR IkTTrCil hih sirigN imunad wih^ I Ha: FREEPOST ERCiY'AI IAX-AI I5X, Aquabiliiy UK Lid, Farriharasjgh- GU 1 -1 0NR. 
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BOOST FOR BUSINESS AS 
SPEED NETWORKING COMES TO 
LEADING CHRISTIAN EXHIBmON 



YOU HAVE one minute to make a first impression, reveal something unique 
about yourself and find out if the person opposite is your ‘type’. Then the 
whistle goes. Speed dating? Not quite! Speed Networking, for businesses 
large and small, comes to the Heart of England Christian Resources 
Exhibition at Telford for the first time later from Thursday October 21 to 
Saturday October 23. 



‘Networking is an essential tool for all business-to-business companies,’ explains Bill Allen of 
Christian Business Network, organisers of the event. The adage is still true - it isn’t what you know 
but who you know. In the Christian market it is even more important to get to know suppliers or 
customers that share the same ethos and values.’ 

The first-ever B2B Networking event at CRE takes place on the first day of the Telford show - 
giving people a chance to visit the exhibition as well. 

Some 200 exhibitors 
will be at the Heart of 
England Christian 
Resources Exhibition - 
from book publishers to 
youth specialists, 
children’s charities to 
chair manufacturers. 

Up to 4,500 visitors will 
choose from more 
than 60 practical 
seminars on subjects 
like multi-media 
worship, re-discovering 
the Bible and the 
Church and the 2012 
Olympics - all led by 
gifted communicators 
in their field of 
expertise. 

Prom Praise, a 
concert featuring the All 
Souls Orchestra from 
London, will bring 
Heart of England CRE 
2010 to a rousing 
climax (Sat 23 Oct 
7.30pm) - offering a 
joyful fusion of 
performance and 
worship, combining the 
spirit of Songs of 
Praise with the world- 
famous Last Night of 
the Proms. 

For more 

information on the 
Heart of England 
Christian Resources 
Exhibition, including 
B2B Networking, 

Prom Praise and 
much more, visit 
www.creonline.co.uk 




CALL: 0845 122 6902 0UtOSaVG f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AdT0SAVECQ.UK 



“Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, groat savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



tiftjvH*! :,m.v i jwr*i **r for 



Bespoke English 
Fine Bone China 

we design it then make it for you 
Chown China are acknowledged experts in the field of bespoke 
china. For the church, business or for the home. 

IDEAL FOR FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES 

With a range of products from thimbles to full dinner services 
Crown offer items to suit all budgets, without any loss of quality. 
Visit us at the Telford CRE on stand: D10 
or pay a visit to our website. 

The CHOWN CHINA Showroom 

Hope Farm, Gwithian Road, Conner Downs, HAYLE, Cornwall 
TR27 5EA 



Tel: 01209 713361 

Email: chown@chownchina.co.uk www.chownchina.co.uk 




Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 



Telephone & Fax: 01 934 618111 Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 
www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



See us on stand F8 at CRE | 




No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs, ail in 
one box, ready to play * No music a/ or technical 
knowledge required 



Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 




£ 1 975l.„ 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 



Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 




Hymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 

Worship Music Solutions Plus 



Have you ever 




Abbey House Retreat 
Glastonbury 




Discover an oasis of peace in this historic, 
former family home in the Abbey Grounds 



Tel: 01458 831112 



www.abbeyhouse.org 



Ivy House 

St Denys Retreat Centre 
3 Church Street 
Warminster BA 12 8PG 
Telephone: 01985 214824 

A place of rest, 
refreshment and renewal 

Advent Retreat 2010 

Every Star Shall Sing A Carol 
Led by Revd Dr Peter Lippiett 

www.ivyhouse.org 




Most of us will have heard about retreats, we may 
have been on a retreat ourselves or know 
someone who has. For those who have not the 
simple question is ‘What is a retreat?’ 

According to the Retreat Association, A retreat is a 
planned time of spiritual refreshment, with the 
opportunity to rest, unwind and pray. It offers the chance to 
reflect in an unhurried way on your life, your 
relationships, and your experience of God; to ponder 
the meaning of what has happened to you, and to 
prepare for the future. 

Retreats usually involve a good deal of silence, 
because many people have discovered through the 
centuries that it is in quiet that they can best reach into 
themselves and find the deep centre, the inner stillness 
where they are at peace with themselves and with the 
world around them. Each person has her or his own 
image of this inner stillness: for example, some may 
see it as a well from which they can draw fresh water, 
others as the truest part of their own being, others 
again as their experience of God within them. 

But retreats need not necessarily be entirely silent: 
they may include daily conversation with others in a 
group, some kind of shared activity, or a meeting with 
a retreat guide. 



The Fellowship of Meditation 

We practise and teach Christian . 

contemplative meditation at ^ ^ 

residential and day courses ^ _ 4 . 

at our centre in Dorchester and at ££ 
other retreat centres in the U K . = 0 ,^^ organs,,™, 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 



Rest, Relax and Retreat 

Green Pastures 
Christian Retreat Centre 
A place □! peace in 
body's busy world, Gsm*e . 
renew your relationship 
with God. 

| With superb hospitality. A M 
Jlly eti-suite roams ana ** 

lTKh r fopiTifl axakpri fond, . 

our luviriy Ltram will ensure 
1 you experience the best 
pn^ihle time with ue here' 

Poete D1M2 764776 hi'l board ton 




A place to relax, be 
together and learn 

Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 




Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers 
accommodation 
for up to 200 
people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 




Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266 




e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 

www.wycliffecentre.org 
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thought of making 



a retreat? 



WHERE WOULD I GO? 

Most retreats are residential: you go and stay 
somewhere quiet and apart from your usual daily life, 
typically in a retreat house. Retreat houses provide a 
peaceful atmosphere and are often based in wonderful 
old buildings with gardens to explore and reflect in. 
Most offer delicious home cooking and very 
comfortable accommodation. They are mainly in the 
countryside, but others are based in towns and offer an 
oasis of calm in the centre of a busy environment. 



HAMPTON MANOR 

Cornish Country House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break during these turbulent 
times and we are holding our prices down 
(without compromising our high standards) 
so that we can welcome you here. 

Please ask for a brochure, programme etc. 

Phone 01 579 370494 or 

email: hamptonmanor@supanet.com 

www.hamptonmanor.CD.uk 



HOLIDAYS • RETREATS 
• CONFERENCES 



Torquay, Devon 

For full programme details 
t; 01803 329333 
c: lilIu:V bnmvltiuiiiur^oiii 



^0/\ Brunei Manor 

< Juuqu helidir A-icarcrzfiH L2mr%’ 

ft ww. bniadminoc .cam 




S; Ethelwold's House, Abingdon 



A Centre for Contemplative Christianity and Interfaith 
Dialogue in a beautiful historic house with riverside 
gardens. Ideal for individual or group retreats, Parish 
away days and group meetings. 

For details of our facilities and programme of events 

www.ethelwoldhoiise.org.uk 

ethelwoldhouse@btinternet.com 

01235 555486 




A 3 DAY RETREAT 



FROM LESS THAN 



£125pr 



HAVEN 

LUXURY RESORT 

When only the 
BEST WILL DO 

celtiehaven.eo.uk 
01334 370 000 
Pembrokeshire 
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* ipttull ijvirju riles 



* fclpmii ptirnkf 
r 2f& 

“ WJVCH llahAJl bikT 

& restaurant 



■ fool, TtVdlnra Cm'.rc, 
Hot lub. Uuiel 
Metflmy Lwnyu*. 

* t fami* 



* Idyllic walki. 

Capital NaTignal Haix 



* Owrtooklruj monastic 
Cz-ltfey Is! And 

* Only 1 hbbT from 
St. Divid'i ■ Ul Ct 

city imd h&mq 
LuM Nui - VWhII a>kJ 

frl^LuflL LdlhlLTlul. 





Many people make a retreat each year: some enjoy 
the adventure of going somewhere different each time, 
while others return time and again to a house that has 
become comfortably familiar to them and a spiritual 
home. 

WHAT WOULD I DO? 

There are many different kinds of retreat, with more 
or less structure in the way they are organised. 
A traditional preached retreat is in silence, with daily 
talks from a leader and the rest of the time kept for 
prayer and reflection. On an individually-guided retreat 
you will meet daily with someone who will listen to you 
non-judgementally and may suggest passages to 
read, perhaps from the scriptures, or ways to reflect 
that might be helpful. You will be free to follow these 
suggestions or set them aside. 

On theme retreats you will be part of a group 
sharing a particular kind of activity. This may range 
from creative hobbies such as painting or poetry, to 
acquiring skills such as photography or Power-Point, 
to finding support in coping with modern day issues 
such as a time of change or a relationship breakup. If 
you would simply like to spend time by yourself, you 
may make a private retreat. 

Retreat houses will offer this opportunity wherever 
possible, and may be able to provide a retreat guide 
as well. As a beginner and especially if you are 
unused to extended periods of silence, it is usually 
better to try something with support and a focus - and 
some retreat houses offer beginners’ retreats. 

WOULD THERE BE OTHERS THERE? 

Many retreats involve a group of people, and even 
if you make a private retreat others may be staying at 
the retreat house at the same time. 

DO I HAVE TO BE A CHRISTIAN? 

You do not have to be a Christian, but if you are 
staying in a retreat house with a Christian ethos you 
will need to feel at ease with this and with those 
around you who may be Christian. Some events are 
planned with a particular denomination in mind, and 
reflect that denomination’s spiritual practices. Most 
events are open to all, however, and many are 
ecumenical in their planning. 

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 

In December each year the Retreat Association 
publishes Retreats, a magazine which includes 
addresses and contact details for around 200 retreat 
houses and in most cases their forthcoming 
programmes. You could find out the location of your 
nearest retreat house, and arrange to visit. 
Before committing yourself to several days on retreat, 
you may like to try out a shorter time. 

Many retreat houses offer drop-in days, often 
monthly, which are a good way to get to know a 
particular retreat house and to get some experience of 
what a retreat might be like. On these days you will be 
free to spend the morning and afternoon at the house, 
and people may come and go during the day. 

Usually drop-in days are quiet but there may be 
talks or a service, and often music is played during 
lunch. 

Quiet days are similar, but in these participants 
begin and end together, and usually there is a leader 
who may give talks or suggest activities through the 
day, and perhaps guide a process of reflection 
afterwards. 

The Retreat Association can provide further 

information or guidance about retreats. You can 

call the Retreats Association on 01494 433004 

Email them on info@retreats.org.uk 

Visit the website: www.retreats.org.uk 
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CAUTLEY HOUSE 



L K 



Rest & Retreat 
Holidays 
Croup bookings 
5 mins, walk to Sea 
All rooms en suite + TV 
Services in Chapel 



01303 230762 



f V£ s heallv^Q 

95 Seabrook Road, 

Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
www.cautleyhouse.org.uk 
cautleybouse@com pu se rve.com 
DIRECTOR: Revet P Vowles 
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More than just a 

conference venue 



Contemporary #n^ulte accommodation wllh caffe* 
and WiFJ dVdiluble 24hrs. hlLTidly and ffldicd 
welcome guaranteed lor groups of 1 2 to 300. 

Central accessible to cations and flexible approach 

to Individual needs - She perfect package! 



Two unique 
cenlres delivering: 
one high standard 
Faa conferences 
seminars., 
education and 
IraFnlng groups 



Saint Columba’s House now offers contemporary facilities for 21st C Church needs. 

We combine a reflective, quiet atmosphere and traditional Christian hospitality, with excellent 
standards of residential and meeting accommodation. We also run a comprehensive retreat 
programme - see our website for details. Please arrange with us to come for a visit and tour. 

Spiritual Our refurbished chapel, new oratory, and roof meditation garden, offer spaces for 
personal reflection through to large gatherings for celebratory worship or conferences for up to 

100 day guests. 



St Columba’s Chapel St Cuthbert’s Meeting Room St Peter’s Oratory 

Meeting: We have seven formal and informal meeting rooms with internet and telephone 
access for small to large group gatherings and breakout groups. There are also provisions for 
internet projection, telephone conferencing, and presentations. Our growing spirituality library 
provides a place of quiet study and reference. 

We have a reputation for providing secure and confidential meeting spaces. 

Residential 3 Star Bedrooms All main house bedrooms have telephone, internet, and 
freeview tv access; 22 single ensuite rooms (2 for guests with disability); 1 twin ensuite 
bedroom; in our Redwood annexe we have 3 twin ensuite and 1 twin with adjacent facilities. 

Travel: London Waterloo - Woking 25mins; London Heathrow 30 mins bus 
service from Woking station; London Gatwick 50 mins drive. 

M25 (J1 1 ) 20 mins; M3 (J2) 20 mins; A3 15 mins. 

Contact T: 01483 766498; E: retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk; 

W: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

St Columba’s House, Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey. GU22 8AB. 









18 



Advertisement Feature 



IheDoor OCTOBER 2010 



Glacli scMs gel chance u shfew wHi 







JUleythrop College 
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HEYTHROP 

COLLEGE 



MA IN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

The MA in Christian Spirituality is an opportunity to examine the spiritual 
traditions of Christianity. In th^ir historical and contemporary forms, and So 
develop the ability to understand and evaluate the language, ideas and 
forms of Christian spirituality. 

The focus is on Christianity in its Western development and the topics 
covered include: i 

0 h i sto ncai fig no? s and tra d it i n ns in C hris t Jan 5 p 1 ritual i ty 
0 patter ns of ^pi rltu a I tra nsformatT 0 n 
n the theory and practice of spiritual direction 
0 spirituality in its social dimensions 
0 t he C hri stian mystical t ra d It Jon 



IIHYTIIROP fOl IJFGF University nfliinrlaTi 
Kensington Square. London W8 51 IN Tel: 020 7795 GGOD Pax: 020 ?79 r > 4200 
ema i I ad m issionspcf hey rlirap.a c. uk w ww. h eyrhrop. a cM 



nuneh at naUanal awards 



Church schools across the country 
are being invited to showcase 
examples of how they help foster 
strong community relations with the 
launch of the Church School Awards 
for inspiring citizens and transforming 
communities. 

Schools will be asked to describe what 
the goals of nurturing global citizenship and 
fostering community cohesion mean to their 
school, and how these are embedded in 
school life. Regional prizes will be awarded 
at both primary and secondary level, with 
overall national winners for both levels 
drawn from these regional winners. 

Lisa Nolan, Education Development and 
Improvement Officer for the Methodist 
Church, said: “In our office we hear 
wonderful stories every day of the schools 
who are working to bring about positive 
change. The Church School Awards are a 
chance to share those stories with the 
wider world, to give credit to the staff and 
students who serve and strengthen 



Swanboume House 
preparation for top 
public schools 

IAPS, CO-ED, BOARDING & DAY, 

PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-1 3 YEAR OLDS 

Swanbourne gives all its pupils a flying start. 
Gabbitas Guardianship have described us as r 
u a school you would dream of." 



Next Open Morning 
Saturday 9th October 2010 



For details contact 
Mrs C Hollowday 
tel. 01296 720 264 
off i ce @s wa nbourne.org 
www.swanbourne.org 

It 



relationships with their local and global 
neighbours. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to honour their achievements and inspire 
others to greatness.” 

The awards will be presented at a 
special ceremony at Methodist Central Hall, 
Westminster, on 24 March 2011. They are 
designed to share examples of how 
Christian schools are often leading the way 
in developing activities that reach out 
beyond school gates to foster good 
community relations. 

Research on Ofsted data published last 
year showed that secondary schools with a 
religious foundation contribute ‘significantly 
and substantially’ more to the promotion of 
community cohesion and the provision of 
equality of opportunity for students than 
other types of school. 

The research report published by the 
Church of England last November, Strong 
schools for strong communities, included 
examples of schools twinning with other 
schools in very different contexts to their 
own, inviting representatives of other faiths 
to events, and co-ordinating 
community enhancement activities 
such as litter picks and ‘peer 
courts’. 

Nick McKemey, the Church of 
England’s Head of School 
Improvement, said: “Nurturing 
community cohesion is about 
acting out the Christian values 
articulated in the school’s mission 
statement in ways that serve and 
strengthen our human relationship 
with our neighbours. 

“That’s why I’m pleased to 
commend these awards and 
encourage schools to take a small 
amount of time to nominate 
themselves, so we can recognise 



More information and 
application forms can 
be found at: 

www.churchschoolawards.com 



their achievements and also share good 
practice between church schools and 
beyond.” 

Andrew Sowerby the president of 
CATSC (The Catholic Association of 
Teachers Schools and Colleges) said: 
“We’re pleased to support these awards as 
they recognise the unique contribution 
Church schools have made for years in 
helping to promote community cohesion. 
These awards will give all Church schools a 
wonderful opportunity to share their good 
practice and help with the development of 
improved community relations” 

The inaugural Church School Awards for 
inspiring citizens and transforming 
communities are sponsored by Emmaus 
Recruitment, a Christian recruitment 
agency specialising in supporting church 
schools find teaching and leadership staff. 
They are being supported by the three 
main Christian denominations, which 
together help run more than 7,000 primary 
and secondary schools in England and 
Wales. 

The awards have been carefully 
designed to largely use information already 
collected by schools for other purposes 
(such as the Self Evaluation Form prepared 
for their Ofsted inspection) and to avoid 
discriminating between church schools on 
the basis of their admissions or 
employment policies. 



Ashfold 

School 



Open Morniny 



CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

Does your 
son enjoy 
singing? 

Be a Chorister 
on Saturday 6th 
November 
2.45pm to 7 pm. 

An informal 
visit, fun, games 
and the chance 
to sing 
Evensong in 
the Cathedral. 

PLEASE CONTACT 

Miss Diane Price, Admissions' Secretary 
01865 242561 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
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Letters (Sr 1 comment 
Comment 

by Janet Proudman 

Sustaining faith 

I went on a Cursillo weekend last 
November, which was a completely 
new experience. Fve been on many 
courses and conferences, field trips and 
pilgrimages over the years, but this was 
special. 

It was a once in a lifetime experience 
for me, of focused nurturing of spiritual 
development, where I was made 
personally aware of the loving kindness 
of God, of the workings of the Holy 
Spirit, of the power and imperative to 
take up challenges offered to me where 
I find myself, and of the future pathway 
to sustain my greatly enhanced spiritual 
life. 

As a lay minister, I should already 
know about these things, and I did of 
course; I was doing a lot of church work, 
leading Lent groups and praying for 
people. But this was a special 
springboard for me, and I came out a 
new woman. 

The event was a living-out of 
community in a structured group - a 
large but close one. We heard many 
amazing talks on specific aspects of 
Christian life by different lay people, to 
which we responded in a variety of 
creative ways. We studied the 
sacraments, we learned new songs. 

This was integrated with worship, 
prayers and meditations. We had a daily 
Eucharistic and even a great party. Two 
or three spiritual advisors were available 
to discuss issues privately. It became 
movingly apparent, even before I went, 
that many people were praying for each 
of us. 

It was also clear that the openness to 
the working of the Holy Spirit allowed 
inspiring changes in us. The guests were 
Anglicans of all adult ages, stages and 
churchmanship. It became obvious 
through the weekend how each of us is 
valued and loved by God - 
demonstrated by a special kind of 
thoughtful hospitality. A team of 
helpers made us welcome and 
comfortable, joining us all in the events. 

Do seriously consider going, for the 
sake of your calling as a Christian and , 
if you are a minister, for the sake of your 
parishioners, to sustain and develop 
living faith as your individual and joint 
response to the call of Jesus Christ. 

Janet Proudman is a Licensed Lay Minister 
in Oxford , a lecturer in nutrition and a 
hospital chaplaincy volunteer. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



William Tyndale ( October 6th) 

( Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path/ Psalm 119: 105. 

I t may seem odd to the present-day 
Christian that in medieval times the 
Church prohibited the translation of 
the Bible into the vernacular. The Bible 
was read in church, but in Latin, which 
only the most educated of people could 
understand. 

The pressure for scripture to be 
available in the ordinary language of 
the people had been building up since 
the time of Wycliffe’s translation into 
English in the fourteenth century. It was 
given added fuel by the various reform 
movements on the Continent in the 
following century. 

William Tyndale was born in 
Gloucestershire towards the end of the 
15th century. He studied at both 
Oxford and Cambridge and had 
become a strong supporter of the 
movement for reform in the Church, 
particularly over Bible translation. 

His opinions drew criticism from the 
Church authorities and he was 
summoned before the Chancellor of 
Worcester Diocese on a heresy charge. 

He left for London, hoping for 
support from Bishop Tunstall, but failed 
to get it. Fearing for his freedom he 
fled to the Continent, settling in 
Hamburg, where he worked on a 
translation of the New Testament into 
English. His first attempt was halted by 
the civil authorities, and he moved to 
Worms to complete the printing. 



Comings and Goings 




Copies were circulated in England, 
but evoked a hostile response from the 
Church. Part of the problem was that 
Tyndale included controversial 
comment as well as scriptural text. He 
went into hiding in Germany, where he 
revised his New Testament and then 
began work on the Old Testament, 
completing it in about 1531. 

Betrayed by an English spy in the 
Netherlands, he was tried for heresy 
and condemned to the stake, in spite of 
Thomas Cromwell’s pleas on his behalf. 
Mercifully he was strangled before the 
pyre was lit. 

In the year of his death, his New 
Testament was published in England, 
where the situation had changed and 
Henry VIII encouraged its publication. 
Tyndale ’s translation, based on Greek 
and Hebrew sources, was written in 
sharp and lucid English and set the style 
for the many versions that followed. 

Tyndale once said that the ‘boy that 
drive th the plough’ should know as 
much scripture as a bishop. In the 
century after Tyndale ’s death the King 
James Bible was published - it celebrates 
its 400th anniversary next year. It has 
shaped both the language and the faith 
of English speaking people. We might 
say that history vindicated Tyndale ’s 
actions, but it’s probably more true to 
say that it has fulfilled his vision. I don’t 
know about plough-boys, but it is 
indisputable that today most people 
who can read have access to the 
Scriptures in their own language, with 
all that that means for faith and 
discipleship. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and author of many books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Revd Brian Hyder-Smith will take up post 
as Associate Priest in Ironstone Benefice; 
Revd Luke Taylor will take up post as 
Associate Priest in Dedworth All Saints 
and Clewer St Andrew; Revd Becky 
Bevan will take up post as Rector in 
Aldermaston and Woolhampton; Revd 
Michael Brewin will retire from his post as 
vicar of St Andrew’s, Headington; Revd 
Tom Hewson will retire from his post as 
vicar in Burnham with Dropmore, Hitcham 
and Taplow; Revd Rosie Hewson will 




Thank you for the music 

I am writing to thank the musician who 
helped me and many others, to joyously 
sing to our God. 

Joyce Townsend is retiring after devoting 
26 years in service as an organist. She 
began aged 1 5 when she cycled from 
Aston to Standlake, to play at morning and 
evening services at St Giles Church. Later 
she played for St Bartholomew at 
Ducklington and then at St Kenelm’s 
Church, Old Minster Lovell where she also 
played for the St Kenelm’s Singers once a 
fortnight. 

Joyce first leant to play piano aged 1 0 
and since then has played for the elderly at 
Witan House, Witney, for Jill Stew’s tap 
and ballet classes and for the John 
Padbury School of Dancing. At the end of 
World War Two Joyce helped the locals 
celebrate, when they lifted her onto a hay 
cart with straw bales and a piano. 

Joyce also played in musicals, lending 
her talents to the Witney Dramatic Society, 
bringing much joy to the children at Panto 
time and their elders at music halls. St 
Kenelm’s benefited from her musical 
repertoire during gatherings after the 
Harvest Supper and at the Christmas 
Parties, where she would also play the 
‘Les Dawson’ way, to our laughter and 
delight. 

So a very big thank you Joyce, for your 
many years of bringing people closer to 
God and closer in fellowship to one 
another. 

Ann Mills, Minster Lovell 

Please note: letters should be no more than 
250 words and may be edited. 




Competition Winners 

Miss Day from Oxford; Richard Packer 
from Henley-on-Thames and Mrs 
Hilsdon from Buckingham were the 
winners of the prize drawer in the 
September issue of The Door and 
have all won a copy of ‘Living Jesus’ 
by the Bishop of Oxford. 



retire from her post as Assistant Curate in 
Burnham with Dropmore, Hitcham and 
Taplow; Revd Margaret Mullins will retire 
from her post as Team Vicar in Bicester 
with Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton; 
Revd Wendy Callan is leaving her post as 
Vicar in Shipton under Wychwood with 
Milton under Wychwood, Fifield and 
Idbury. The following have been given 
persmission to officiate: Revd Mary 
Crameri, Revd Pam Smith, Revd John 
Hughes. We recall with sadness the death 
of Revd Robert Blakeley; The Revd Trevor 
Harvey and Revd John Hawkins. 






IheDoor OCTOBER 2010 



20 




IT was St Francis’s passion 
for the poor and joy in 
everything he experienced 
that attracted the Revd 
Joanna Coney to the world- 
wide religious order he 
inspired. She tells Jo 
Duckies about her role 
within that order. 



U 



F rancis himself was 
something of a 
maverick. He spoke up 
for what he believed, he 
didn’t just follow the 
crowd although he was loyal to his 
church, as we are, and he was tuned in 
with an instinctive spirituality, totally 
focused on the cross and on Christ,” says 
Joanna. 

She was speaking over lunch after she 
took the opportunity to catch up with 
friends at Diocesan Church House, 
where she worked for 12 years, first with 
Portfolio and later as a Licensed Lay 
Ministry adviser. 

Joanna was explaining to me what it 
means to be not just a Franciscan 
Tertiary, but Minister Provincial for the 
European Province of the Third Order 
of Franciscans. She first came across 
Franciscans in the 1960s, as a missionary 
in Papua New Guinea. “These were First 
Order Franciscans, and I got to know 
some of the brothers,” she says. 

The First Order is made up of people 
who live in community, under a 
Franciscan Rule based on the traditional 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. 
The second is composed of women who 
feel called by God to an enclosed life of 
contemplative prayer. The Third Order 
is made up of Christians from all walks 
of life who have taken vows to follow a 
Franciscan rule of life while living 
‘ordinary’ lives. Joanna was drawn to 
the order by members she came to 
respect. “I found out more and went 
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through the process of discernment. 

“It’s quite a long process for everyone 
- six months as a postulant then two 
years as a novice, questioning whether 
this is right for the individual and 
whether the individual is right for the 
Order,” she says. 

She joined in the late 1980s. “Having a 
rule of life gives a frame work and I 
need a frame work. There is strength 
and joy in being brothers and sisters and 
therefore in a community albeit 
dispersed, and being part of something 
much bigger,” she says. 

‘ There is strength and joy 
in being brothers and 
sisters. ...' 



The Third Order Franciscans are 
placed in local groups of 10 to 12 
people, with five or six local groups 
being put together as areas. 
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There are 43 areas in the UK, and 
they have formed eight clusters. 
Oversight of the whole Order is the 
responsibility of a Chapter of 15 people, 
which is chaired by Joanna, who is also 
responsible for preserving and 
articulating the Franciscan vision. 

As Minister Provincial, Joanna oversees 
the administration of the European 
Province, representing the Order when 
visiting other religious orders and she is 
available to support Europe’s 2,000 
Tertiaries at all times. “We are 
committed to being a ‘bottom up’ 
organisation, not being oppressive with 
our bureaucracy but providing support 
for our members,” says Joanna, who is 
firmly rooted in the Anglican Church. 

All three Franciscan Orders come under 
the protection of the Anglican Bishop of 
Gloucester, the Rt Revd Michael Perham. 

The role sees Joanna spending a lot of 
time travelling across Europe visiting 
groups. She says: “Being a dispersed 
community we put a lot of emphasis on 
communications, face to face and 
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printed. We have a magazine and 
newsletter and an email cascade system 
that goes right down to the grass roots 
for anything that needs to go out instandy. 
“Those not on email have a partner in 

‘We are committed to being 
a “bottom up” 
organisation...' 



their area who prints out email updates 
and sends them on to them. I make 
myself totally available via email and on 
our website.” 

Franciscan Aid is a Trust administered 
by the Third Order and provides funds 
for various projects overseas. Joanna 
says: “People leave money in their wills 
and many Tertiaries give generously. The 
projects supported are often 
educational. We’ve just supplied a school 
for Palestinian orphans with computers. 
Today I got an email from someone in 
the Solomon Islands asking if we’d be 
interested in funding a building project. 

Joanna says she enjoys being busy. She 
retired two years ago, but remains an 
associate priest at St Peter’s, Wolvercote, 
a vocations adviser specialising in lay 
ministry for the diocese and a spiritual 
director. 

She’s also a mother-of-three and has 
five grandchildren. She smiles as she 
says there’s a sixth one on the way. “I 
love going away in my caravan to remote 
places and one of my joys in life is 
helping with Riding for the Disabled. 

I’ve been a nurse, and a teacher and I’ve 
been around horses all my life. This is 
working with autistic primary school 
children,” she adds. If anyone wants to 
know more about the Third Order 
Joanna would love to hear from them on 
ministertssf@franciscans.org.uk. 
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